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generis nob:litate, 
vera pietate, 


rerum geſtarum celebritate, 
admodum Inſrgni, 
GUILIELMO WALLER 
Equit! 3 
nec non 
ANNA, 
nobiliſſim-e ( juxta ) 
> pientiſſime Conyupi 3 
 Brewembunc 
De uſu Pzdobapriſmi 
Tradatulum, 
Er aurexam Conciunculam, 
72 
perpetuz gratitudins Teſtimon1 um, 
Et obſerwantie Teſleram. 
D. D. 
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TO 


TheReverend, and Lear- 
ned, Mr. Stephes Marſhall, Mr. 
Richard Baxter, Mr. Thomas 
Blake, Mr. Thomas Cobbet, and other 
the ſurviving Patrons of the antient- 
ly Orthodox, and eminently-uſefull 
Doctrine, and praiſe of Tfavt- 
Baptiſm, 


Reverend and learned Fathers, 
nd Brethren, 
Have for ſome late years 
(to my great grief ) found 
FH, the experience of this 
Wes Truth,] That vulgar bearers, 
6 and readers of controverſies 
in Religion,are like Larks,and 
other Birds in a dark night, which are ſo 4- 
»azed with the light, and the Ioo-bell, that 
they ſet ſtill harkening and gazing,till the net 
be cafs over them] And it is the policy of 
Satan, who makes it his deſign to catch 
Souls, to keep up thoſe publick conteſts 
for this very purpoſe, that ſo he may(e- 
ſpecially in this dark night of Church- 
confufion, wherein we are) puzzle, and 
confound the minds of ordinary Chriſti- 
+ ans, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, — | 
ans,and hold them in ſuſpence,as tothe 
practiſe of thoſe things, which he knows 
moſt eminently uſeful to the promoting 


of praFical godlinefs,till he take them un- 
awatcs infome net or'other;zfor he is not 
tolearn that it is a conſiderable adyan- | 
tage to his main delign,(the overthrowing 
of their faith, and undoing their ſouls) it he - 
can but hinder them for ſome time from 
the uſe of thoſe means, which he knows 
are ſo great enemies to his Kingdom. 
Thence it is, that the hons diſputes | 
of this Age (which for praGical godlynefs | 
- was once likely to have. gotten the ſtart 
of any-that went before it, ſince the fir j# 
primitive 97 oa hotteſt & nioft eager 
diſputes haye been aboyr, or againſt 97- 
Ainancer, the conſtant and ſtanding exer- | 
ciſes thercof,and the flaple commodity from 
which the livelyhood, and ſabfiſtence 
thereof is:maintained.You-cannot but ſee 
as well, and better then}, that whenan | 
Ordinance comes. to be. difÞuted either 
Thetically, or Hypothetically, it is common- 
ly zeglefed or {lejghtly attended, by the 
generality of people; and lyes between 
them like 2 controverted eſtate, coficern- 
ing which ſomething is done tg. main= 


. 


tain the ſuitc, but little tomanure, and ; 


improve the Lavrd. Men think it a ſuffi- 
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cient plea for their infull neglects in 
ſuch caſes, That it is a diſputable thing, and 
zill all be agreed __w the Jon they hope 
they may be allowed to fit ſtill and look ore,and 
then engage when they ſee what fide will pre. 
24ile.T hus diſputes about the 147riftery, 
have made the wazes of Zion monrn, for 
the fewneſs of thoſe that come to the 
ſolemn Aſſemblies : the conteſtsabout the 
Sabbath, have turned it (in the eſteem of 
moſt people )to a meer idle dey, wherein 
the State gives them liberty to ſhut up 
ſhops,and fit by the fire, or tipple in the 
Alehouſe, or walk in the fields: foconcer- 
ning/ngn of Pſalmes,and the Sacrament 
of the Lords Supper,you know better,then 
I can tell you, how many ſinfully ſuf-. 
pend their praiſe upon occaſion of the 
controverfies raiſed concerning them. 
Another miſchiefe T obſerve in theſe 
times of diſpute is, that among thoſe 
that by occaſion of the controverſies are 
any time conſcientioufly puzled, it is 
apparently ſeen, that they know no we- 
dium betweene heſitation, of ſcrupling 
about at» Ordinance, (though but- 1a a 


own op oye the renonrcieg tt alta- 


gether; ſo. that the very beginning of 
their rruples IS a /uperſedeas to their 


pradijſe. | Rk 
A 4 Thiz 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

T his is (generally) the caſe ofthe'0#3 
dinance of Baptiſme. The late unhappy 
diſputes about it, have (wo be to them by 
whon: that offence cometh) made men of 
ordinary capacities,citherto look upon 
itas alitigious thing, and ſo lay it aſide | 
altogether, as the Seekers and Familiſts 5 | 
or to praGiſe it as a matter of indifferency, 
without that due reſpettoit,which be- 
longs to an Ordinance of God, as moſt | 

\ moraland ignorant people dozorelſelaſt- | 
| ly, (at leaſt for ſome time) to ſuſpend the | 
praiſe of it, as abundance of anſettled | 
bearers 1n every part of the Land, -— | 
As for the irfart-application of it, T |; 
perſwade my ſelf that the {tre wſe of it [ 
which hath been generally known, huth : 
bin a main motive to'divers to renounce | 
it altogether, and others ('through the 
juſt judgment of God ) to blaſpheme it. 
People have had it commonly buzzed 
. In their ears, that ſeeing the Infant Sub- 
je@s of that adniniftration, are incapable 
of underſtanding 1t,and making preſent 
actual improvement of it, there 1s little 
reaſon to retain the praGiſe of that, web 
ſeems ſo barren, and unprofitable. 

But holy zzen: of all ages, who have made 
it their ſtudy to dive into the nature and 
nſc of all Ordinances, and to work upon 
Me: | their 
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their owne hearts by them, have ( for ma- 
ny ages no doubt )drawn abundance of ſandi- 
fying influence from it, and the pr:zciples and 
grounds upon which it bath been adminiſtred 
and thoſe of th## Age, who have had the holy 
wiſdom to turn matters of diſpute into praGiſe, 
have been able to ſay,by their experience, (in 

a manner)as the man that was born blizd.in the 
diſpute between him and the Phariſces, Joh.g. 
concerning Chriſt, 7 i# 4 marvelous thing that ye 
know not from whence hes, and yet he hath opened. 
mine eyes,ver(.30. So they wonder, that ever it 
ſhould enter into a diſpute, Fhether Infart- 
Baptiſme be of God,or 10 * ſeeing it hath been(by 
the ſanifying influence of the Spirit of God) 
a conduit of abundance of gracious ſupplies 
to them, for whichthey have had cauſe to bleſs 
God the longeſt day of their lives. And the 
very Experienee of this, (had your ſelves, and 
ſuch as you (learned and laborious fearghers 
of the Seripture, and thoſe to whona this con- 
troverlie owes much for your endeavor there- 
in) faidlefle for it then you have) 1s no ſmall 
encouragement to them” to own-and value it ; 
ſeeing it cannot eafily enter into their hearts, 
that God ſhould convey ſan#ifying influences. . 
for ſo many years,by a miſtakes aud miſappled . 
Ordinance;eſpecially when the main efficacy of 
that Ordinanee,in order tothe mentioned ef- . 
fets, depends upon _ that very circumſtance 
of age' wherein it 1s charged to be miſapplyed : 


For though it may (1a ſome caſes) be granted, -. . 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
[ that an Ordinance adminiſtred with ſome conſpde-. 
rable circumſtantial irregularities, may ſanitifie;} 
et, that thoſe irregalarities themſelves, ſhould 


Ge the channels of ſanGifying Grace, 18 not eaſily 


imaginable. Now this is the caſe of 1zfant- 
Zaptiſmz. Many holy men, of many Ages, have 
found their hearts warmed, and quickened in 
the exerciſc of Faith, Repentance, Love, Thanks 
fulmef,reſtrained from fin, excited to daty, by 
the conſideration (not only of Baptiſm and the 
perſonal Covenant therein ſealed, but alſo)of 
Eaptiſme under the circutnſtance of "go 
2iniſtration, and the Covenant of Anceſtors, the 
foundation of that Adminiſtration. Nay more, 
how often hath Gods engagement in Infant- 
#aptiſm,and the hereditary Covenant of believers, 
been pleaded(with {ucceſs)and ſpread before the 
Lord,by godly Perſons, Miniſters, Parents,and 
others, on the behalf of themſelves and theirs; 
which priyers(furely)ſecing theywere affiſted 
in them by the Holy Spirit, and;eminently an- 
ſwered by Gad,it is hardto imapine,that they 
ſhontd be founded in a lye? And indeed, that 
the Spirif'of Truthſhould difate, ard the God of 
1rnth anſwer thoſe prayers, whichare offered 
up oh ſo grofſely miſtaken grounds as thoſe of 
w/lworſhip, (the crime generally charged upon 
Infant Baptiſm) ſeems moſt abſurd, and(in my 
jadgement) approacheth ſomewhat neere to 
blaſphemy. For the truth of this, (as to matter 


,of experience) Imakeno queſtion, but thou- 


ſands of ſteady Chriſtians can ſecond mine 
2 "7 7 "27 ENS A s OWN 
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— The Epſtle Dedicatory. 
own(who am the weakeſt of many of my Bre- 
thren,both Miniſters and Chriſtians)and ther- 
fore I doubt not, but that will keep them up- 
right in the preſent controverſie, though the 
Scriptares,upon whioh their practiſe is ground- 
ed, ſhould bea thouſand times more perplexed, 
and entangled by the ſophiſtry of their Adver- 
ſaries. 257 
In the mean time, (however) they cannot 
but take it very ill, that the wayes in; which 
they have,and do dayly,find ſo much of God, 
ſhould be(not only diſputed, but )railed dowrr,b 
men, who pretend to ſomuch Chriſtiar mode 
ration, as {ome of the Antagoniſts do. - That I 
mention not the ſooty and ſprmutty names of 
Blickhwood and Collyer, and others; who have 
very much gone beyond their fellows In this 
way ; divers ſober men, do not takeit for any 
very good evidence of that full fatisfation 
which Mr. Toxbes pretends to givein his laft 
Review of your writitigs, thathe caſts ſo much 
of this dirt inthe faces of thoſe men, and that 
practiſe, which ſurely, will ſhew their faces in 
an humble 4ppealeto the Lord Jeſus, the King 
ofthe Church and Lord of all Ordinances; as 
farre forth, as he,or thoſe of his way; yea,or as 


"his way it {elf, dare do. I give you here a Cats” 


logxe of ſome of his language iti this kinde,ga- 


thered out of that Review, wherein yet there is 


a great deal more. Infant- Pg 50. the ſu 


perſtitious opinion and prophane pra iſe of Infant= þ 
Baptiſme,or rather (as it is now uſed )ſprinkling and | 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
perfuflor,p.104. Who make Infants Diſciples by an 
1maginary covenant,and their parents profeſſuon, p. 
I 50. I common ſpeech (ariſeng from the fond con= 
ceit as if Baby-ſprinkling made them Chriſtians )In- 

ants are called Chriſtians. 4nd,our Infaxts are the 
children of Chriſtians, yet not themſelves C hriſti- 
ans, till they believe in Chriſt, p.205. Baby-Baptiſms, 
P.214.Prophane Infant-ſprinkling.p.240. $0 groſs 
an abuſe as Infant-Baptiſm i5,p.245. That which s 
called byPe dobaptiſts in their nonſenſe or proper gib- 
beriſh,the outward Covenant,p.253. They raſhly 
and prophanely Baptize them that they have no 
knowledge of. that of them is the Kingdom of glory, 
p.264. Wrangling Baby-fprinklers, p. 276. 

To all which I may adde that heavy cezſure, 
which he paſſeth, with a full mouth, upon 
Pxdobaptiſts, Miniſters,and People; that they 
are all guilty of injudicionſneſs, or ſloathfulneſs in 
ſearching after the Truth, or prejudice, or adhering 
to mens ſayings out of reverence to their perſons, or 


funTion, or ſome ſuch like evil quality. And this he 


_ notupon the profaner and looſer ſort, 


ut ever thoſe of them who are of tender conſcien- 
ces, Had Mr. Tomes his conſcience been a little 
more tender in this, and the reſt of his high 
rauntings againſt the Perſons, and DoQrine of 
his Adverſaries in this point, it had been no- 
thing to the diſparagement of his perſon. or 
cauſe. Reproches, and cenſures, may well be for- 
born,on the fide of Irath, which needs not talz 
euxilio vel defenſoribus iſtis. | 

Thape Mr. Tombes will got take it ill, that I 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
have minded him of theſe out-leaps of his Pen, 
nor interpret it a deſ#gneto poſſeſſe people againſt 
him, and an indired taking of advantages to that 


purpoſe (as he doth unjuſtly charge me in his 


firſt Section of the ſaid Booke, upon occation 
of. my publication of his comming off at the 
AG at Oxford 165 2. in his declining a DiC(- 
pute between himſelfe, and ethers, who upon 
a publique yapour of his in the Dzvinity- Schoot 


(which afterwards he recalled at the Deane of 
Chriſt-church his lodgings} had, taken up the 


Gauntlet againſt him, upon the Queſtion of 
Infant-Baptiſme; a thing which I (profeſſe)I 
did only toſtop the current ofa report ſpread 
farre and neare throughout the Nation (by 
more #dire# courſes of ſome of his well-wil- 


lers) that 2r. Tombes had challenged the whole - 


Co aud no man dared to take him up : fo 
that what I did therein, was onely a dire# 
ceurſe to diſpoſicile people of prejudice, in- 
dire#ly endeavoured to be ſuggeſted to them, 
againſt our Doctrine and Practiſe, rather then 
an #:dire& courſeto blaſt him and his;and ther- 
fore I barely related the matter of fa& to a 
friend in Lo-:dor,who ſent it to the publique. In 


tellzgencer, to infert-it in his News. And as con- 
cerning any /relation, or partiall narration, 
Mr. Towbes himſelfe, (to my beſt knowledge) 
dothnot ſo much as charge me, in his Letter 
printed a fortnight after 1n anſwer thereunto: 
onely he caſts ſome refleRtions of ſcorne upon. | 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
me and ſome others, his intended Antagoniſts 
then, and ſome unchriſtian cenſures, for | 
which I leave him to account with him, 
who will one day take an account of hard 
ſpeeches) T ſay, I hope, he will not tax me 
with a like crune in tranſcribing*this Cata«» 
logue of his harſh, and unſavoury expreſfi- 
ons: which I have done that I might let 
him fee, how large an Index expurgatorins , 
his polemicall Writings will need, when God 
ſhall call him «to account, for reviling and 
reproaching the foot-ſteps of his Annointed, 
who walke in the good old way of Pedebap- 
tiſme the High-way of Gods Saints in former 
Ages, and away of holineſſe, inthe experience 
of moſt of thoſe that upon due conſideration 
walk in it. | 

But I forbeare farther enlargements up- 
on ſo unwelcome an Argument, leaving him 
to your learned Pennes, to be dealt withall 
in a more efteftuall convition then I dare 
( conſidering my ſmall proportion: of abilt- 
ties) to undeftake: In the. meane whule.;: 
I have made bold to dedicate this fbort Di-= 
alogue to your Reverend Names partly , by 
way of acknowledgewent of the et ſer: 
vice that you 'have already done” in this 
Cauſe ; partly , by way-of ſupplement of a 
neceſilary Appendix ' thereugto ,' without 
which all Diſputes in that kinde muſt needs 
faile of their principall end 3 and ans 

| in 
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(even in print) becauſe I know ſuch a taſke 
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(in thelaſt place) by way of patronage, be- 


ing reſolved to turne over all Adverſaries, 
who ſhall, in any ſort, appeare againſt the 
polemicall part of the Truth delivered herein, 
to you the great Champions in this controver- 


Fe- but if any thing ſhall rationally and mo- 


deratly be urged by any one, to the prejudice 
of the praGzcall part , which I principally 
undertake, ( what I have ſaid of the other 
being onely by way of Preface and Introdutti- 
on thereunto) I promiſe faithfully, if fo 
{lender a piece may be honoured with a Se- 
cond 'Fdition, tq take it up, and anſwer it 
in the body of the Diſcourſe, where it 
fall] moſt properly fall in, without perſo- 
zall conteftieg with any man, though I bee 
never ſo much provoked thereunto, as one , 
that ſeeks not Vi&ory but Truth. | 

Oxe thing moreT have to ſay to you, and 
but one, at preſent; and that 1s, to intreat 
you, if you pleaſe ſo. farre to favour me, 
to give me your privete judgement of this 
piece, and ſuchanimadverſions, caſtigations, 


1 © or additions,as you ſhall think fit to make to 


the whole or any part thereof; that if I have 
occaſion to appeare any-more upon the Stage 
in this Cauſe, I may be. the better furniſhed 
to render ſo uſefull a ſubje& more ſervice- 
able to the publick good, to which it 1s 
intended. This.I take no ſhame to begge 


as 
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as this ( being hitherto undertaken by no 


other that I have heard of) will need the 
concurrence of more abilities to performe 
it as the worth and weight of it requires, 
then the fingle furniture of him, who 1s 

( Reverend Sirs,) 

From my Study Your weake, but willing, 
in Reading, and ( I bipe ) fingle- 
November 4. hearted , fellow-laboxrer 
I65 4 in the work of our Lord, 


SIMON FORD. 
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| DIALOGUE - 
[- Concerning 6 
| The pratlicall uſe of 
| Infant-Beptiſm. 
| Pedibaptiſia, An Orthodox 


I | Miniſter, praQifing Infant- 


| Inthis Diilogue 7) Baptiſm. | 
- | thepartiesare, JeAſteriiw,A wavering hear- 
er, unſettled in the point 
in hand. 


% 
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—2Eighbour Aſteriwe, ] am glad to 
Yi 2A [&| meet you {o opportunely, where 

<1 I may have the advantage of 
4 ſome private difcourſe with 
you ; and the rather, becauſe by 
our ſeldomer frequenting the 
publick Ordinances then formerly, I have ſome 
cauſe to feare you may have met with ſome ſee 
ducexr or other, and are either already fallen or 
cqtangered to fall from your former ſtedfaft- 
nefle. FI, | 
eAfterif, Indeed Sir, Ihave the more for» 

. = * bot 
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mY born your,Con repation of late, becauſe I finde 


you are much altered in your way of preaching, 
a great part of your Sermons being made up of 
inveRives againſt honeſt men that differ from 

on in opinion, whereas it is the duty of a Mi- 


nifter of the'Goſpel to preach up love and cha- p 


rity, and notdiviſion and difſ{ntion. 

But Neighbour, ſappotfing that Ior any other 
Miniſter of the Goſpel, doe not args our 
duty in every particular as we ought ; yet you 
are not thereby «xcufed from doing yours. And 
yet ior my part) my conſcience beareth me wit: 
nefſe that though I have(according tomy duty) 
ſpoken ſharply of Sedacers, and ſer them out in 
their colours, that their folly may be made knows 
t9 all men : yer. | have upon all occaſions been ex* 
ceeding tender to thoſe well-meaning people 
who are lead away by them, according to the 
Apoſtles rule, prtting a difference. But I pray 
you (Neighbour) tell me what honeſt men they 
are whoſe cauſe you thus plead, that I may be a- 
ble to give you a more parcicular account of my 
carriage towards them, and the reaſons thereof 
for your fuller fatisfaRion. , 

Truely Sir, che men I plead for, are thoſe 


| they call Anabepriſts, divers of whom 1 know, 


who are (T hope) godly men, and ſach as differ 
from you in nothing but the point of Infant- 
Baptiſm, and that is ſo ſmall a matter, that (me 
thinks) it might be reconciled without much 
adoe, at leaſt fo far as that you might love ove 
anotber ar brethren. | 

Indeed Neighbour, could you ſhew me any 
of that profeiion who have given 


proof 
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proof of their reall godlineſſe ; differitig onely 
rare the. Sabjed& of DE and a 
waicing upon God in his Ordinances tor ſais. 
f1Qion ot their doubts, wichout endeavouring 
to ſeduce others; (which is the praQiiſe of godly 
and confcientious diffenters, from the pablick 
received DoQtine and cuftomes of the Church) - 
' TI thoald give them the right hand of felowſbip, 
and Iove them with all my heart as Brethren, 
putting no difference in my afte&ion and de« 
portment, between them, and thoſe ©:f- mine 
own judgement and profeſhon. Bur you can- 
not be ignorant ( Neighbour) how farr* diffe- 
rent this CharaQter is from choſe of that way, 
that we in our parts have to deal withall ; char 
they are: (for the moſt part) ignorant of the 
grounds of Religion, loofe in their principles 
and lives, and there are very few of thera who 
have given any ſufficient evidence of any pra» 
call godlineffe, and (of thofe few that have ) 
very few of them ſtop ar the point of Ansbap- 
ti/m, but wichall ran into Arminien, Foamilifit- 
_ cell, and Sxciniens errors 3 withall defying the 
| pablick Ordinances, and railing at the Mint- 
1. Rfterywhich (if they were ever ſoundly convers 
ted) begot them to Chrift; and lafily, there is 
ſcarce one of them cainted this way, but makes 
himfelfby and by an aAive inftramenc to feduce 
as many as hecan. Now ſuch muſt be rebuked 


- 


fbarph, and thoagh formerly they were accoun- 
Gn cill chey O_ Pups 
principlesand praftifes,” web are fo inconfift 
with ge are not to be fo high in 
our thoughe, # till they diſcovered choſe cor- 
| B 2 . ruptjonf#- 


: — EY 3 ES 
l EY OE ts. - 
” * 
" EG 
_ "*. 
. « pF 
» 
- 


Peds. 


The pra@icall aſe 
ruptions, they were, and ought to be. But I 


pray you neighbour, how long have you been | 


an Advocate for them ? 
| Truly Mr- Pedobaptifis, not long, noram 1 
now engaged to take their part, by any relati- 
on I have to them as a Member of their Socie- 
ty 3 but I have been ſometimes in the company 
of ſome of them, where 1 have heard them thus 
plead, and profeſle they love you with all their 
hearts, and wonder you ſhould be fo bitter a- 
gainft them. | 
And for my part,neighbor, I wonder as much 
at them, how they can think lhouldnot pub- 
lickly preach againft them, who take all occa- 
fions ro ſeduce my flock, and make uſe of all 
advantages to render my Perſon and Dodtrine 
odious tomy hearers. And as for the love they 
beare to me, Ipray God, I may never have need 
to make tryall of it; but if I had, I feare it 
would prove a Amunſter-love, where that party 


tended no leffe love, till they got power in- 
to their hands, and then(in their fingular love) 
they cut the throats of as many as openly darft 


profeſſe to differ from them. And truly neigb- 


boxr, though they ſpeak fair to you,whom they 


hope to make a Profelyte, yet compare but their 
profeſſuons of love with their practi f, you will 


not wonder at me if 1 will hardly beleeve them - - 


for you do not ſee with what malice and bitrer- 


nefle they do in other companies raile at, revile, 


and reproach me, and (efpecially when they had 
hopes of encouragement from men in power.) 


how often they have uttered threatning fſpee- - ; 


ches, and how many publick infolencies and 
affront 


NN 


of Infart-Baptiſm. 


affconts they have offered me,even in mine own 


- Congregation, and theſe cannorbe arguments 


of any great love. But to leave that diſcourſe, 
and them to the recovery of a better minde in 
Gods time, I pray you, friend, have they at no 
time endeavoured to inftill their principles into 
you, which 1 fuſpe&, becauſe I obſerve you 
have had a Childe lately, and I perceive you 
make no haſteto baptize it ? 


I cannot deny (Sr) but I have had ſeveral dif+ Aſter. 


courſes with them concerning Infanc-Baptifm, 
and by them | am rendred ſomewhat more un- 
ſatisfied in the point then formerly ; which 
hath occafioned that delaying the Baptiſm of 


my Childe which you ſpeak of. | 
But neighbour, if Bapriſin be (as it is) an Oc- Ped>. 


dinance of God to be applyed to Infants of bes» 
leeving Parents, then it is not ſafe to delay it 
upon any pretence wharſoever. For although 
God be not bound to his Ordinance ſo, as to 
give grace to all EleQ children, at the inftant of 
Baptiſm, yet (ſeeing Sacraments are not onely 


- barefignes and ſeales of the Covenant, but con» 


duits of the grace of the Covenant when and as 
God is pleaſed to diſpenſe it) 1 know not why 


- that Sacrament to ſome Ele& children, ] meane 
- thoſe that dye in infancy, may not be indeed 
; the /aver of regeneration, and they receive the 


grace of Baptiſm with the ſigne. For if no Infanc 
can enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, excep! 
his perſon be juſtified, and his nature ſanRQified, 
and God uſeth to diſpence theſe graces: fn ſome- 


..  Ocdinance or other, ſeeing ſuch Infants live 


not to be capable of any other Ordinance, why 
B 3 = {hoauld 
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ſhould 1 nor believe them regenerated in Bap- 
tiſm? And ifſo, a Parent cannot anſwer the - 
negle& of any meanes wherein grace may be 
conveycd unto him. Nay, were there no more 
in the matter but this, char I deny God the Tithe 
which by the Covenant ke hath to my ſeed, and 
thar as ſoon as they are mine, I ſhould fear God 
would be as angry wich meas he was with 70. 
ſes, for delaying to circumciſe his Childe, and, 
I might be in as much danger as he, when the 
Angel of tbe Lord met bim in the way aud ſought to 
kell bim. Y 
It ſeems then, Sir, you think it a #z2tter of ne+ 
cefſity to Baptize Children ; I ever thought it an 
zndifferent thing, that being a cuſtome received 
amongſt us, it might be done, rather then pive 
h_ is. 74s OR 
I am ſorry (neighbour) that ever you preſented 
a Childe to Baptilm upon fach grounds. Ins 
deed I do. and you ought to look upon Baptiſm 
as an Ordinance of God , ſignifying and fealing 
pardon of ſins, and ſantiification of nature to your 
cbild:, by the ſprink/ing of the blud of Chriſt jengraf* 
ting bim into#be Church, or viſible body of Chriſt, 
and engaging bim to be the Lords; And upon the 
account of a duty, fo it is neceſſary, thac as 
ſoon as conveniently your may get a publick 
Congregation (for till ſuch a time,1 think there 
is no neceſlicy of calling for aMinifter co do it in 
private,for any weakneſſe of the Infanc or any o- 
ther reaſon,although forthe perverſeneſs of our 
people who have made ic a cultome, & are loath 


to leave it, we are faine to condeſcend to them 
| herein) you do inthe face of all his people, with 


the 
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the ſolemne conjunRion of their prayers, give 
up your Childe to God in this way. : 
And ſo I ſhould, Sir, to morrow next if Iap- {ter 
prehended it as you do ; but I am now ftumbled | 
at the Jawfulnefſe of it,ſo far am I from belceving 
its zeceſſity in the way of a duty. 
That Baptiſm is an Ocdinance co which all Peds. 
thoſe are to beadmitced who are' capable to re- 
etive it, I hope you will grant, and therefore if 
your Infant be capable of receiving Baptiſm, 1 
think you will grant it alſo a duty to preſefit is 
thereunto; for it is a fin to deny any Ocdinance 
to any to whom it belongs. pie 
Yes, Sir, I ſhall granc you that, if you can but Aſter. 
make it appear to me,that Infants are capable ſub* 
Jeas of Baptiſm. r 
Well chen, I ſhall endeavour to fatisfie you P24), 
therein in a few words ; I will onely ask you a 
Dueſtion or two,to which I defire a plain and po- 
ſitive anſwer from yon; the firſt is. | 
Where think you the hinderance lies, whe- Que. 
ther on Gods pars, in not admitting Infants to 
that Ordinance : or on the cbildes part, as being 
not capable to receive it, by reafon of his wane 
of underſtanding, &c. 
On both. .  MAſier. 
Firſt, then, or Gods pare, I ark you further. Ped. 
Seeing the Covenant is the princinill part of « Oneft, 


 Sgcrement, (that being the ſubſtarce, and the Sa» 


craments but the ſzgzes or ſeals annexed to it ) do 
you 4s 7: rl of believing parents are its Gove- 
nant wi 


God or no ? 
' Iknownot. -- difes. 
But once they were ſo. were they not? did py. 
B 4 nat 


Gen, 17. NOt God ſay to Abraham, T will be thy God, and 


"T he praGicall uſe 


the God of thy ſeed in tbeir generations, and that in 
infancy at eight dayesold; and if fo, when did 
God turn out the ſeed of ſuch parents out of 
Covenant? when did God alter the Covenant 
of Grace, and in ſtead.of, I will be the God of be= 
levers, and their ſeed, ſay, T will (henceforward) 
be the God of believers onely, not of their ſeed. 

I confeſſe I know not, nor ever heard of ſuch 
an alceration in the Covenant : but Sir, was 
not this Covenant made with the Fewes one» 
ly? 

l Yes. But ſo as that it extended to the Gentiles 
too, when they were taken into the Church;an 
example whereof God gave even then in taking 
Abrabams Servants and their Children into Cor 
venant with him, and afterwards in admitting 
converted Heathens into the Jewiſh Gharch, 
eyen to Chriſts time, with their Children in 
their armes: Beſides that the Apoſtle Peter ſpea« 
king concerning the Covenant of Grace, tells 
converted Chrittians,both of Jews andGentiles, 
That the promiſe belongs to them and their children, 
AG.2.39.And the Apoſtle Paul tels the Corinthi- 
427, that their ſeed (if one of the parents be a be- 
liever )z holy, that is,to God by Covenant, (not 
onely legitimate or no baſtards, for ſo they were 
not before, but born in lawful Matrimony,when 
both parents were Heathens) and the Gealathz- 
ans, that the bleſring of Abraham came wpon the 


Gentiler by faith; and the Epbeſtans, that the- 


Gentilet are cobzirs with the Jewes in the ſame  pro- 
miſe, that is the ſame Covenant, Epbeſ.3.6. 
But ſyppoſe all this, that che Covenant ftill 


holds 
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holds concerning them, yet God having no 
where ſaid they ought to have the ſeale of the 


Covenant adminiftred ; this will not warrant 


your __ | 
Nay, but friend, if God admiz children in in- 


on him? An honeft man will give his ſcale, if 


| | required, where he will give his word. Beſides, if 
! God gives children in Infancy the ſubſtance, the 


deed ic ſelfe, will hedeny them a formality, a cirs 
cxmſiznce, the ſealing of it? Nay, may not I 
chalenge what ever afſrence may be given me 
for quiet poſſeſſion, from him that makes over 
a Deed or Writing to me, and that in point of 
common equity ? Beſides, conſidering that God 
never parted theſe two, the Covenant and the 


x- Seal in any age, but admitted to the one by ver- 
| tue of the other ; and laftly,that any viſible evi- 
4. dence of an intereſt in the Covenant is the 


ground npon which the Seales are adminiftred : 
as inthe caſe of Converts, At: r0. 47. Car any 
man forbid water that theſe ſpouldnot be baptized, 


| mbobave receivedthe Holy Ghoſt a well we. The 
| evidence. that they gave that they had received. 
{ the Holy Ghoft ſhewed them to be in Covenant, 


of Infant-Baptiſm. "RY 


ſeeing God did not beſtow choſe gifts upon any 


perſons out of the Church, and. thereapon the 


. Apoſtle inferres undeniably, that they had righs 


to the Seal, beeauſe they had a vitibleCh 


of Covenanters uponthem. . 


own perſons by oatward profeſſion: Infants 
cannat, andſo we have not the ———— to 
—. * yp 


+ 


Pads. 
; fancy into Covenant, and will not ſeal that Co- _ 


* venant to them,what an aſperfion do we lay up- 


os 


Yea,but thoſe perſons gave ceftimony in their A 


T0 
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Aﬀter. 
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ſay, they have received ehe Holy Ghoſt. 

[The Holy Ghoft there ſpoken of is not the 
ſanctifying grace of the Holy Gboſt, for the Church 
could nor be afſaced of that. Bur the extrard;- 
zarie gifis that the Holy Ghoſt then uſed co pour 
out upon Converts, which (though they were 
not required neceſſarily to be found in all that 
were baptized, yer)where they were found, they 
were anoutward teſtimony that God had aftu- 
ally admicred ſuch inco che Church,and ſo they 


were to be baptized, and ſolemnly admitted by 


his Miniſters. Now; if God tell us himſelf thar 


Infancs of beſeeving Parents are within the Co» 


venant,and by conſequence within the Church, 
is not that as ſufficienc, nay, a more ſufficient 
ground for us to proceed upon, then the viſible 
profeſrion of any man,or any extraordinary gifts 
which have no neceſſary connexion with holi- 
nefle ? 

But why then do you not admit ſuch Infants 
tothe Sacrament of the Lords Supper ? 

Becauſe God requires a particular qualification 
to that Ordinance, which Infants are not capa» 
ple of, to wit, the cxerciſe of afuall grace in 
examination, diſcerning the Lords Body,and remem- 
bring the death of Chrift. Beſides, the different 
nature of the Sacraments hints unto us a ſpeci- 
all difference in this caſe : for the Sacrament of 
iſm being a Sacrament of regeneration, and 
ſo of edmiſcion into che Church,may admit Infants 


*-——— 


who are capable of that grace,elſe dying Infancs 


cannot be Bar the other Sacrament bein 
a Sacrament of improvement and ſpiritual grow 


in Cbrift, requires fome ſtanding in the CRnk, 
and - 


4 
LS —_ 
4 


and ſtrength of ftomack, and ſois the proper 
Ordinance for grown Chriſtians, as che food of 
grace aQtually received. | 

I confeſle tee a diſproportion between the After, 
two Sacraments ſufficient to ſatizfie, mevin that 
ObjeQion. But is there any thing more to be 
pleaded on Gods part for the right of the In- 
fants to this Ordinance ? 

Yes, and therein alſo I ſhall appeale to your Pzg. 
own conſcience in thisqueſtion wore,mbas think. 
you of the eternall condition of. Infants, are any of 


them ſaved, dying in Infancy *® 
ar they are, al [ muſt tell you Aſter, 
ſome ps whether the Scripture atheme any 


thing in that pointorno2: 
1 am glad you havenot loft all your charity Peds. 
towards them ; but your charity muſt be groun- 


| ded, elfe you will quickly be ſhaken out'of that 


roozand therefore for your confirmation! in that 
point! will ſhew youalitde Scelpeurs-erklence 
co ſettle it upon your 2832 1 

And truely Sir, 1 ſhall willingly entertaine After. 


it, that I may be ablecoanfiver thoſethat n- 


deayour to ſtumble me herein. 


| Well then,whae thinks you of Devith childe; Pod: 


that dyed the ſeventh day; Tithe and 
or the denunciation of char ' 7 ite Tims 
than, all agree it dyed in infancy: What means 


David when he faith, T ſhall go to it, but it ball 
20t return to me # 2 Sam. 12. 23. 1,45" 


It maybehe means, 16 8h pla of then he ge 4 


Gy 4VEe, 


Yen. 
7 How 
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| No, ſurely, he meancs the Kingdoriof His- Pedos\ | 


x? 


Aﬀeer. 
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How doth that appeare ? 
" Becauſe David comforts himſelf with this con- 


ſideration. And it had been a poore comfort to 
Davidto conſider that he ſhouldone day lyeby 


his child ip the Grave, but thathe hoped for a 
- more comfortable meeting with ie after death, *'F-* 


which maſt needs be in the Kingdome of Hea. 
ven; beſides, it would rather have been a great 
ffiition to him to think,thact his child was dead, 
if he hadno ground to believe other then thac 


| an, he'kad little reaſon to put 


he was day:ned. For wefindein the cafe of 4b- 


Jalom, concerning whoſe ſalvation he had cauſe | 


todotibr, how he mournes and would not be 


comforted, chap. 18, 33. £ 


And the Apoſtle that moderates the mourn- 
ing of Chriſtian Friends for their dead, 1 Thef. 


4 13: doth it from this principle that they were | 


not withourhbope of their'falvation;which ftrong- 
Iy concludes, that the death of friends of whoſe 
falvation we have no ground of hope, may de- 
ſervedly the more affli& us: and by conſequence, 
i David were out of hope of his childes { 

off bis mourning 
upon thedeath of his child, and had more cauſe 


' ,*by far to\keepit on, ſeeing whillt the child lived, 


After. 


P £do. A 


Aſter. 


he had cauſe: ro beleeve it in a fafer condition. 

Bat to .leave:thit, and proceed ; what' do you 

think; didnt thouſands of the Jews children dye in 
oh | 


Yes, no doubt.. 


. And ſurely, you will not ſay they, were all 


damned. 


1 .. Paſhbly. they might, for any thing we. finde 


wrttten to the contrary. 
1 Say 


alvati- . 


ST Sv 
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Say you fo? Wax God in the Covenant with them Pg, 


or 20 £ 


| feed. 


Yes, he was in Covenant with thexr,aud their 4 ter. 


And wil Godbreak hi part of the Eeveant with Ped 


any one, who doth not break with bims ? 


No ſurely, for he is a Godthat keepetb promife Aſter. 


and Covenant for everzand is fo far from thatythat 
he keeps Covenant with us,when we deale trea« 
cheroufly and perfidioufly with him. 


Well cthen,the Jews Infants dying in infancy, Peds: 


were not excluded the Kingdom of Heaven, fee- 
ing they dyed under the wing of Gods Cove- 
nant, which on their' part they could no for- 
feit by any aRtuall fanne, and without aRtuall 
forfeiture you grant God anpulls his Covenans 
with no man. 

But that Covenant with Abrebam and his 
ſced,was a Covenaut of owtwerd tbings, as ſome 
fay, viz. to give them the Land of {ancav. 


But it was a Covenant made with all b53 ſeed, Ped; 


for upon the account thereof they were all cir- 
cumciſed, andadmitted to the Paſſcover. 


Suppoſe thar, what follows thence? a. 
-, _ Yes this follows, That is. was more ther: WW ar 
|  . outward Covenant, containing the promiſe of a 


Temporall Canaan; for elfe thoſe children of 
Abrabam that dyed in infancy, had had no more 
{hare in it,and fo the Seale to them had confirm- 
ed a meer blench, or as bad, to wit, ſuch a deeds 
they ſbould never be the better for. $i 

And therefore, no doubt the promiſe of Cs-: 
#aa# 18 rather an add#tion tothe Covenant, then 
the ſubſf ance of is 3 or if of the ſubſtance of it, ie 

| zz implyes 
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yes more then the Land ſo called, and muft 
be underſtood Typically of a ſpirituall Cangen, 

the Kinedome of Heaven» And ſoGod folkil- 
led the Covenant to thoſe beleevers, and ele&ed 


Infancs who enjoyed not the temporall C. anaan, 


_ ay enjoyed that other reſt, which Feſus | 


t them to : which is thae that 
=: A ble ao Heb. 3. And ſo, the addi- 
tat the promiſe of Canaan to the Covenant 
of Abrabem, is a firmer argument for me to 
prove the ſalvation of thoſe Infants dying in 
m_ to whom Temporall Cenoar was no 


"has it is cleare, that that ſabſtance of the Co- 
venanc was Spirituall, a Covenant of Grace, be- 
cauſe Circumcifion annexed to it as a Seale fig- 
nified Spirituall,and thole ſaving mercies, Dex. 
30s 6. Rom. & Il Col. 2. IT, I'2» 

But doth that concern exr Infants, who are 
not of Abrahams loines ? 

Yes, for by the former argument 1 his pro- 
. ved the Covenant with Abrabem, and beleeving 
Gentiles the ſame : Beſides, can it be imagined 
that God who gave ſalvation to Jnfant- Jewes, 
ſhall exclade the Infancs of the beleeving Gen» 
tiles out of the Kingdome of Glory,who are ten 
thoufand times thenumber, in all probabiliry ? 
what is there that ſhould make ſo great a diffe» 
rence, or on what word can we groundthe con- 


ceit ob fo _ _ 
Well,l fa ed ſufficiently, that 
de what is chat to-prove 


that they may be Baptized? 
Te het, a” + 
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then I will ſhew you, You finde our Saviour 
Chrift affirming noleſle in poſitive termes, 34. 
19. 15, 16. recorded by two other Evangliſis 
alſo, Suffer little children to come unto me, for of ſucb 
1 the Kingdome of Heaven, And it is remarkabie, 
chat Luke when herelates the ſame ſtory, to af. 
ſure us, that they were not capable of 2Quall 
faith,calls them &ipn, Infants, Lak.28.15.a word 
which conftanely ts ufed. to fignifie that rder 


«ze and never applyed to any adult children. 
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But it is ſaid, that of fuck is tbe Kingdome of Aftare 


Gd; not of theſe,but of ſuch as thoſe, 3+ e. Say the 
Adverſaries of Infant- Baptiſm, of thoſe thac are 
meek, humble, &c. like theſe. 


Surely, friend this maſt needs be a rwreiched P.edo. 


evaſion ; for can any man'think that Chriſt be« 
ftowes bleſkngs upon any thing meerely upon a 
bare ſimilitude between Saints and it ? why then 
doth he not blefſe ſbeep,doves, ſerpenty, &$c. berween 
whom and Saints there is no leffe reſemblance ? 
Is the ſolemn bleſſing of Chrift beſtowed port 
fach ſlight grounds ? 
I might poſkbly have ſparedmuch of this las 
bour upon your former conceſſion, but that I 
was willing to eftabliſh belief in this poi 
upon Scripture-grounds : and therefore I ſhalt 
now ſhew you what uſe I make 05 this that hacfr 
been faid. | 
Yea Sir, I exp 
the conceſſion o 


[ 


fabvationto Infants, concludes' 


you thonld now ſhew how After. 


Salverion _ 

|  i# not extended by the Sceip- P 24s. 
care beyondthe Church ; Chrih iv the Fevddes 

of bjs body,and that only, Bpb, 5. 23, Wehen lo- 


fants 


I6 


Aſter. 


Pzde. 


The praGicall uſe. 


fants be capable of ſalvation, they are of the bod g 
and if fo, have right tothe Seale of admiſrion by 
which Membere areengrafted thereinto, which 


is Baptiſm, 


Yes, without donbt if Infants be ſaved, it | | 


follows that they are Members of the Church in- 
viſeble; bur Baptiſm is not adminiſtred apon 
the account of Memberſhip in the Church in»iſi- 
ble, except it appear alſo that any of them be- 
long to the Church viſible. 

This I ſhall undertake therefore, co evince in 
the next place, upon the former grounds : ſure- 
ly you being convinced that Infants are not on 
Gods part excluded from an intereſt in the Cove: 
nant of grace & ſalvation by it,either extend that 
charity to all Infants, or ſome onlyzif to all Infans, 
your charity is no Scripturall charity, becauſe 
the Scripture affirmes all to be born in original] 
finne, and addes moreover, that divers Infants 
who never committed aQuall finne, dyed upon 
that account everlaſtingly, for the Apoftle tells 


' us fo expreſly, Rom 5. IL 4+ And as for thoſe that 


Jude 7. 


expeR theſame concerning his childe,more then. 


were deftroyed in the fire of Sodome and its 
neighbor Cities, the Apoſtle Zde tells us that 
they all ſuffer the vengeance of eternall fire; and 
farely many handreds of them were Infants. If 
your charity extend to ſome Infants onely, I 
would faine know what ground there is upon 
which your charity may hope the ſalvation of 


ſome Infants more then otbers. Upon whas 


ground did David hope the ſalvation of bis 
childe;more then of any childe of the curfed Ea« 
naanites ? Upon what ground can any Chriſtian 


cane 


| 
| 
$ 
| 
| 
; 
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of Infant-Baptiſm. 
concerning the chi'de of a Turk or ati Indian ? 


' If there be a rule on which this difference is 


founded that rule wil make thoſe Infancs vifible 
Church-Members and others not. For every 
one concerning whoſe ſalyation the Charch 
havea warrantable ground to hope, is by right 
a Mcmber thereof, ſeeing the Church on earth 


hath noreaſon to ſhut the doores againſt ſuch, 


whom it is perſwaded Gad will (they dying in 
ſach a condition) admit into Heaven. 


* b 
7 
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But is there ſuch a ground of diſtinguiſhing Aﬀer. - 


charity, I pray what is is? 


There is,and that is,the parents viſible Church! p,g,, - 


memberſhip, and externall relation to tbe Conenant ; 
for the Covenant (as, was before ſaid) admit- 


, ting parents, admits their ſeed with them: and 


by conſequence, the feed of thofe who are in 
Covenant themſelves, are in Covenant apon 


- their account. 


Now ſeeing the Covenant runs onely to Be- 
leevers and their ſeed, and no where ta the ſeed of 


| profeſſed unbeleevers ; wemay and muſt conclude, 


that the Infant ſeed of fuck unbeleevers have no 
hope of ſalvation, and the ſeed of profeſſed bes 
leevers have; and by conſequencee it follows, 
that roſe are viſible Church-Members upon the 
former ground, and theſe not ſo. 

Nay, we have more ground to acknowledge 


the Church-memberſhip of ſuch T:fants,then of 
grown Chriſtians, becauſe our acknowledgment 


of theſe depends upon their «wn teſtimony only 
in a vilible profeſſion, which may be counter- 


feit. ButInfants are accepred as Church-mem- © 


bers upon 2 divine Teſtimony concerning them 
C and 


A ſier. 


Pe to. 


Dr. Sam: 
Wards. 


Tſe. 


The praGiall wſe 

and their condition, which in their preſ: at in- 
fanr- {tate rhey cannot be liable co any ſuſpition 
of defeating by hypocrifie. Simeon Magys pro- 
felling, was a Chnreb-momber and an Hypocrize 3 
Infants being by God owned for Church- mem- 
bers, poijibly may be non-elteBGed, but cannat be 
bypocys Fes. | | - 

I corsfefſe Sir, you ſay more for the Baptizing 
of Infants, then I have before heard, and 1 do 
not at the preſent tee what may be materially 
obj:Rced; yet is there one thing that fiicks with 
me more then all the rſt, and chat is che #/z/eſſe- 
neſ3 of this DoCrine, and of this Ordinance ſo admi- 
niftred, ſeeing Intanisat preſent can make nouſe 
oft it; and in my judgement thece is no ſuch ad 
vantage to be made by chem when they c.me to 
yeares of diſcretion, of thac Bapriſm which in 
Infancy they received, as might be made of rhe 
fame received at years of 7adgement upon their 
own perſonall profeſſion. 

— Youthen conceive an hinderance onthe childs 


part, bu: Iſhall noteafily grant you, that Bap« 


tiſm is al:ogerher aſclefſe unco Infanrs dying in 
Infancy ; Fo: (belides that divers Divincs ot {pe- 
ciall note, do hold che Juſtification ef «ll duely 
baptized Infants in Baptiſm, and dying in infsicy, 
and the waſhing away the guilt of original fin from 
all Infants ſo b:piized, whether elec} or non-eleT ; 
which (I confefie) | can10t ſwallow in ſach a 
Jaticude, for divers reaſons which ic is beiide my 
preſent bufineſſe to alledge , and the maine of 
them is, that this NoQrine ſeemes too muchto 
favour Apoſtacy from grace) yau know I have be- 
fore given you ſome grounds why | perliwade 
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of Infant-Baptiſm. T9 
my felfe, that ſonee Infants, to wit, ſuch as being 
eleQed dye in Tnfancy, are juſtified and ſanthified in 
tbe adminiftr ation of that Ordinance. | 
But not to infiſt farther on thar,] ſhall] ander- 
take (by Gods aſſiſtance) to ſhew you before we 
part, ſomething more then you defire in this 
point, v3z. 
That there #s much more advantage 19 be 
made in order #0 ſandifieation, conſolation, 
and ſeveral other wayes of the Dofirine and 
praiſe of Infant-Boptiſm, then of that 
Doctrine and practiſe that limits Baptiſm 
onely to perſonall profeſiion at years of di- 
ſeretion. If Tprove it more uſefull, T be 
with advantage prove it « uſefull, which is 
the thing you queſtion. 
Tgrant it is more then [ defire,and if you per- 4 ſeer. 
form this, I ſhall entirely yeeld you the whole 
queſtion : For (to tell you the truth) my ſelfe, 


_. andſach as Iamybeing plain and unlearned men 


are not ſo capable of Judging of thoſe arguments 
that are diſputed on both tides in this matter ; 
wherefore we'rather leave them to be examined 
by learned men. But that that prevailes moſt 
with ys, is the «ſele(Szeſ$ of that adminiftration, 
and the foundations upon which it is built, tor 
gether with the advantage which in this parti- 
cular we conceived, the contrary principles.and 


 pradtiſe haven point of benefit ; wherefore | 


pray you proceed in your mtendment. 
vey willingly ſhall, for (alchough Irhink, _, 
it no ſufficienc Argument to prove a divine In- 


| Pitution in any thing, to ſhew how uſefull it may 


eo 


be ; becauſe I know chiat it is an advantage given 
C 2 
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The praGicall uſe 
"to thoſe that ſhall at any time be willing to in- 


novate; in which caſes ir is an eaſic macter for - 


the will of man to finde out ſome praQicall uſe 
or other of every ſuch invention of your own 
braines, and hereof we have had ſufhicient ex- 
perience in thoſe who obtruded a fardell of ce- 
retmonies upon this Church of late yeares, and 
would have ſcrewed them up to a Divine Inſti- 
tution upon fuch grounds; yet) when any thing 
as to Divine Inſtitution hath much countenance 
from Scripture, interpreted by the conſtant pra- 


Riſe ofthe bf antiquity, it may beof conſider- 


able advantage to turne the ſcales in a rationall 
mans judgement, that it hath a ſpeciall uſe to- 
wards the promoting of godlineſſe for the pre» 
ſ-nt, and affuring happinefle for the ſuture : e- 
ſoecially when an rwgueſtionable Divine Inflituti. 
cr hath appointed tormerly a parallell Ordi- 
nznce for the ſame nfes, and thoſe nſes are as 
evidently without” forced confequences, to be 


made of the Inſticution in queſtion, as ever of © 


that former which is 9«t of queſtion, which is- in 
the caſe of Baptiſm, with relztion to' Circumci- 
fim,which was inſtituted by God to fignifie the 
ſamethings with Baptiſm, and was then uſed for 
the ſame ends. 

Wherefore I very well like your motion in 
this particu'a-, and concurre with you in your 
reſoJuation, to leave the notional part of this 


queſtion, andexamine the practical! part, and 


that for theſe addirionall reaſons. 

3. Becauſe moſt people ſethis precious birtb- 
right of theirs, and their Infants in Gods Cove- 
nant, and (by conſequence) in Baptiſm, for as 
| | : lictle 
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as. and as he deals in bz, 
” he hath endeavoured and ftill endeavours (if 


| 
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oof bY fRF-Bapti/lb mn" 
lictle as Eſax, (who therefore is called prophant 

Eſau, becauſe he ſold the Chureb: privilege of his 
poſterity; not becauſe he ſold a meer extward pre- 
rogative of being the firſt-borne, for that had ar 
moſt been bur foly,or (at moſt) bur a civill injury 
to his poſterity, and not in any ſenſe prophane- 
ne($, ſeeing an heir that ſells away his Land of 
Inhericance,is not therefore to be called profaze). 


I fay,many like Eſaz (ell this birth-right,becauſe Gen, 25; 


they know not what good 18 will doe 12 2t0 thera. 

2. Becauſe perceive che maine Art of Sedyu- 
cers, in their ſnares they lay tor plain-meaning 
people, lyes that way ; they fcek ro prove it un- 
lawful, becauſe wnuſefiel. For it is no hard mat- 
cer for them to perſwade filly people, that In- 
fants being uncapable of underftanding what is 
done to them in Baptiſm, may as well be without 
it as with it 3 ſeeing all che uſe they can make of 
it, is at years of diſcretion ; andit fo, were it 
not berter (fay they) to deferre the edmini- 
firation of that cill ſuch years, whereof no «ſe 
can be made till then? * 

3. Becauſe I perceive it is the Devills great 


_ policy co turne off the mindes of men from the 
' practicall imbrovement of their Baptiſm, by fil- _ 


ling their heads with 70tions, and engaging 
them in difputes about the adminiſtration of it 3 
in the other Sacrament, 


poſſiblejto keep men from enjoying of it by ſuck 

veſtions ; ſo heretofore, by ſtirring Diſputes 
about Altars,and Rayles, and Geſtures, and the 
Litergy wherein it was adminiſtred, and badm(s 
of Mnifters adminiftring ; and, of late abour fie 
Fo C3 | Come 
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prevailed with divers,ſo farre as to exclude them 
from it for divers years together. Now there 
is no ſuch way to countermine him herein, azby 
endeayouring to liſt up the practicell part of Sa. 
craments inthe mindes of mien, as high as ever 
the controverſall part was. 

4+ Becauſe | have cauſe to conceive, that In- 
fanc-Baptiſm being an ezgaging Ordinance, hath 
(ander God) been ſanQified to the proſervatic: 
of divers perſons in rheſe giddy times in the 
beleefe off that Trath wherein: they were baptized 3 
whereas it appeares (on the other {ide that the 
judgement of God hath in no one thing more 
viſibly broken forth againſt the generality of 
the renouncers thereof, then z» giving them over 
to the renouncing thoſe principles and ways of 
God, to which they were then engaged 3 God 
uſually punithing parnall Apoſtacy with torall 
and wniverſall back-{liding. | 

But to the proofs, and firſt, (iz general!) no 
queftion bur God knew, when he had a Church 
$0 ſetup in the world in Abrahems time,at wbas 
get was fitteſt, and moſt beneficiall to admit 


Members into it ; yet we ſeethat (although he 


took the firſt _ Abrabam when he was a 

own tree at yeares of d ton, yet) he choſe 
raiheg to take the reſt ke alas Sh they 
were tw7gzs,in their infancy. And doubtles ſeeing 
Circumciſion was (as Baptiſm is ) an engaging, 
Ordinance obliging them to God, and God to 
them, he knew it was of more'uſe for bs glory 
and fervice, and ber profit and comfort, to ra- 


communicants,ineapacity of edminifiration for want 
of an eſtabliſbed Government, &c. He hath ſtill 


tifie, 
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tifie thar engagement berimes; and Iperfwade 
my felf, had ir been poſlible for Abrabami to have 
been ac his choice, ke woald have rather been 
admitted in-infancy as his ſeed were, for his own 
profit, upon Arguments which you {hall heare 
anon. And I conceive the like of choſe men 
and wc: men that were baptized at yezres of di- 
ſcretion, that they had they been alike ar liber- 
ty, would have made the like choice. 


Sir, Idefire choſe grounds you ſpeaſt of, for Jfr; 


cill I fee them, I cannor conceive ſuch a-choice 
probable. 


I will performe your deſire, and' ſo: proceed p des 


co particular Arguments; firſt then, in point of 
Sanctification. The grounds and' praftiſe of 
Infant-Boptim are more ſanctifying, then thofe 
of Baptiſm received at riper age, and more con» 


 duceto theafting thereof in all ics latitade.San- 


cti fication conſiſts of two parts, 


Mortification, or a'death unto fin. 
Vivifteation, or alifeanto God, 


Now Sacrament#'are helpfull to SanEificatis 
on, either morally by motive and engapement to 
the praiſe of it, or phyſically by conveying 
ſtrength and power thereunto. 

As to the latter of theſe, Sacraments' convey 


' Grace from God, as other means do, meerly'ac- 


cording to his good pleaſure, without any' re- 
lation to the capzcity of the'creatare : andAare* 
ly God'can work Gracein Infants, as well as'in 
elder'perſons by infafion ; and therefore herein 
I fee no ground to lay'atiy compariſons ſo that 7 

| C 4 - fhall 


. ſhall undertake onely the former of theſ: ways 


wherein God ſanftinies by Sacraments, viz. by 
way of motive-or engagement on our parts : 


This I ſhall ſhew, 


1. From the grounds on which its 
praQiſed. 
2. From the praGiſe it ſelf. 


And {hall plainly evidence to you, that the 
grounds of Infant-Baptiſme afford ſtronger #20 
ves, and the practiſe of it fir onger engagements 
to SanRification in both the tore-mentioned 
part*;then the contrary grounds and praiſe can, 
andI hope proceed according to your mind. 

T like your method well, I pray you proceed, 
as you have begun. ; 

Well then, neighbour, (to begin with motives 
to mortification of finne) The ground of Infant- 
Baptiſm (as T told you ) is Geds Covenant with 
Arceftors. Now Task you Neight oar, ſuppo- 
ſing you had an enmity againſt rwo perſons, 
the one upon ſome late perſouall injury received 
from him, the other nor only upon a perſonall 
butupon an ancient bercditsry quarrel!, running 
in the blood, like that of the Gme!pbs and Gibel- 
lines, which of the two were likely to undergo 
the heavie(t- ſhock of your revenge ? 

Surely the beredizary enemy. 

Well then» apply this to the preſent caſe, To 


be borne under the Covenant of Anceſtors, renders 


finne an bereditary enemy, whereas wichout 


' thatconſfideration, a mans engagement againſt . 


it is only a perſonal quarrell, | 
oj And 
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 Andas for thepraGiſe of Iafant-Bapriſin, no 


queſtion it promotes the moriification of ſinne, 
with farre more vigour and aQtvity then the 
ſame received at riper years; for that camity is 
moſt mortail which growes up with a man frox: 


the very cradle : ſurely, Tet a mans engagements. 


againſt fin otherwiſe be never ſo ftrong, yet are 
they much heightened by continuance; and 
without all queſtion, the all-wife God fore-ſaw 
that it would be no ſmall advantage . to-this 
work of catting off thebody of the fins of the. 
fleſhto engage his againſt ic in Infancy, as he did 


in Circumciſion, and particularly as to original C,1.,.x 1 


ſin, (wherein the life of fin conſiſts.)Infant» Bap» 
tiſm (as Circumciſion of old) affords a reall cor:- 
viftion of it,and engagement againſt ic; that In- 
fants need Baptiſmall w2ſbing, proclaimes them 
filthy,even as ſoon as they are born,which (ſee- 
ing they cannot yetbecome by actzell fin) it re- 
maines that they muſt needs be fo from the 
womb.T has the cutting off of the fore.thins of the 
ſſp of Infants of old, fignifying the cutcing off 


| the fore-ckin of the beart, as often as they reflefted 


upon that Ordinance then received, the Jewes 
maſt needs be minded, that they brought hearts 
into the world with them that needed to be cir+ 
cumciſid. Now Baptiſm received at yeaves of di- 


ſcretion, doth not give any particular evidence | 


againſt originall finne, ſeeing it is adminiftred 
after the commiſſion of many aftuall corrupti- 
ons : It. muſt indeed minde them that they are 


filehy,elſe what need of waſbing,but that they are- 


filthy from the wombe it remembers chemnot;and 


- 
ing 


poſſibly the renunication of _Infant- Papel, 
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(being fo undeniable a convition of originall 
finne) may be a cauſe why fo manyofthat way, 
deny originsll finne together with Infant-Bp. 
#3ſm | 
Nor is it a lefle effeQuall engagement againſt 


ic ; for by a perſon baptized in Infancy, there is | 


a ſolemae league and confederacy (if I may fo 
expreſle my ſelfe) entered into withthe Spirit of 
God againſt ic tobegin from that very hou?, co 
grow up wich him, and'ſhew it ſelfe againſt all 


. motions and affetions ſtirred up in his heart 


thereby : whereas in perſons baptized! ar riper 
yeares, this engagement is of a farre latter date, 
and by conſequence more morally invalid. 

And (as to aQtuall finne) no queſtion'bur In- 
fant-Baptiſm doth Jay a very great obligatiort 
upon many perſons to deteſt it, when they con- 
ſider that they were from their cradle baried with 
Cbrift in haptiſm,and therein engaged norto ad- 
mit {in to reign iz their mortall bodies, Rom. 6. 12+ 
And therefore God thinks fit 'ro engage them a+ 
orinft it in thar age, before they commir any,co 
ſhew them chat they mult begin to dye to it from 
thence forth,and not co admit any acquaincanice 
with it in _y ſucceeding part of their lives. 

Bar what ſay you to che other part'of SanAi- 


. fication whick confifts' in our reſavection' 29! new* 


neſs of lifs ? Hath I: fant-Bapeiſm che advantage 
of promoting that more then the ſame adminie 
ftrarion ar riper years? 

Yes, no que*ion whether yon Took” upon it 
in the Graces or Dutigs thereof. Firſt; in'the ex- 


ercifing ſaving gyacer; It promotes the” aRinps. 


of leyeral graces, as 
ATE 1. Faith ; 
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all r. Faith : whichl ſhall demonſtrate. - 

= | Ar - 

7p 1. From the ground, | INE 
. | 3 From the praiſe : of Infant- Bagtiſin, 

, | | 

is | #2. The groundof Infant-Baptiſm,Gods Cove: 

fo nant with us 'in our Anceſtors, carries herein 

of | great weight. It isa very uſaal thing for poſte» 

fo }- ritytoput mach confidence in fuck an one as 

1! | hath been a conſtant friend to the family whence 


they are deſcended: There the Pfalmift, Lord, 
& | thoubaſt been our dwelling place from generation to 
generation, and our fatbers bave told 1s wbat won- 
ders thou didft in their dayes, &c. Thence the 
Saints. in their prayers ſo often a@ faith - nay 
the Covenant of fore-fathers, Remember Abra- 
ham, Iſazc, and F'acob, ſaith AM; ef, Exod.z 2o T3. 
and they do not do it raſhly,for God gives ſuffi= 
|- | clentgroundforſach a confidence in this parti- 
Þ» | cular. He prefeſſeth himſelfe God fbewing 


Pſa.90. 1c 
Pla.q4-11 


= 3: 
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8 mercy wntotbeuſand; of generations of them than love 
o | bim (in the ſecovd Commandement) andthas 
n | notbarelyupon their perſenall account, bur upon 
'e the account of their parexvy, as. he viſit the ind 


Hy of the parents that bate bim,upon the third and 
hs Fn Aw corn z although er bs not perſon- 
ally partakere of their guilt. 

0 God puts a.ſpeciall Emphaſis of favour vpon 
D thepes le of Ie}, when he calls them the ſeed 

of Abraban bis friend, Tſa-41.8. q. d. lowe your 
t \ more favourthen other, becauſe you are the ſeed 
$ 


Of apoodfriend of mine, and I allow you. to 


make uſe of me aceordingly. | | 
q And this in pirituall and tewporall . 
| n 


A fter. 
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In firituall mercies, God beftows them (mas 


ny tzmes_) upon the account of his Covenans 
wich Anceſtors on their children, ewo eminent - 


proofs Thave for ic,the one is Ros. 11.28. where 
theApoſtle diſcourting of the calling of the Jews 
to Chriſt in the Jatrer dayes cells the Gentiles, 
chat it is true, God hath unchurched themthar 
the Gentiles might be grafled into their place ; for 


(faith he) a5 touching the Goſpel, they are enemies | 


for your ſakes,but they ſhall not alwaycs continae 
ſo'; for as renching the election, the remnant which 
are according to the election of grace (as he calls 
them verſ. 5.) they are beloved, i. e. fo as to be 


called home in Gods time, for tbe Fathers ſakes. | 


Gods Covenant with their fore-fathers refleas 
his ſpeciall love upon them in converſion at fo 


many handred years diſtance ; the other place is 


Lnke 1.71.&c. where Zzcbarias makes Gods Co- 
yenant with the fore-fathers,the riſe and ſpring 
of that great mercy, deliverance from the band of 
their enemies to ſervehim in righteouſneſs and ho- 
lineſs befare bim all the dayes of your lives, verſ. 


7 5: 
Yea, butco this (me thinks ) I ſee a double #b- 


_ Jection arifing 3 The firſt is, That Zacharias ſeems 


rather to lay the weight of his ſpeech upon the 


particular promiſe of Chrift made to Abrabam, to 


be falfilled to hispoſtericy,. .then upon any bere. 
ditary priviledge (as you ſeeme to intimate) ac- 
crewing co the Poſterity of Abrebam and the reſt 
of the athers,by cheir faith,and relation to God 
thereby. | 

The (ſecond is, That though God vouchſafed 


ſuch an bereditary priviledge to them, yet it may 
| not 


6 
| 


*\” be his Ged,andibe God of bis ſeed ; for we have no 


of Infant-Baptiſm. = "mn ; 
not without Tike exprefſe warrant be extended ; 
to more then them. 

I anſwer you in a wordto both; Tothe firit P 2d. 
objection I ſay,that it is true, that he ſpeaks of a 
particular promiſe by Abraham, to be fulfilled up» 
on his Poftericy 3 but yet the matterof it is only 
' a branch of thegenerall Covenant, that he would 
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particular promiſe of ſanQification made to A- 
. braham on the behalfe of his Poſterity, but what 
is incladed in that genera!l one. Indeed he ſent 
Chriſt to take fleſb of bis loines in purſuance of a 
particular promiſe,but theſe effects of Chriſts ſend- 
ing,deliverance from ſpirituall enemier,efc. are col- 
le&cd from the general! promiſe. And fo the Apo 
file Peter interprets it, Ac#.3.25.Tx are!faith he) 
the childrex of the propbets,and of the Covenant made 
with the fathers, ſaying to Abrabam, in thy ſeed ſball g 
all the Nations of the earth be bleſſed. ** *(_. / 
But what are they the better for this promiſe 2 
of Chrifi(the ſeed here meant)more then all che 
families of the earth befides, who are as much 
concerned in ic as they are ? Yes, for they being 
the ſeed of thoſe Fatbers to whom the promiſe 
was made,and who were then the onely perſons in 
viſible covenant with God, their ſeed(according to 
the generall promiſe) are dignified above others 
upon that account, in that God baving raiſed Je- 
ſus ſent bim | firſt | mark the Emphalis of that 
word firſt) to turn them from their iniquatiet, qd, 
If any bleſſing be derived from Chriſt unto men, 
the firſt fruits ſhall be beſtowed upon the feed of 
4 the Fathers andthe Prophets ,furableto that o- 
ther place. Is bebovedthas the word of G ore 


_ 


The praGicall wſe - 
[firſt] beve bees ſpoken toyou, Act. 13. 46: Andſo &; 
we finde that in their ſecond comming in the |- 
Gentiles are every where ſpoken of as appen- 
dices to them. 

To the other OjeRion, I fay no morethen 
was ſaid before, that be bleſſing of Abrabamis 
come upon he G:atiles by faith,and by conſequence 
if vocation, it ſanRifcation ofthe Poſterity of _ 
Abrebam were a fruit of the promiſe, I will-be_ 
thy Godand che God of thy ſeed; it may be no 
Jeſſe be claimed, by the ſeed of Beleevers now, 
then formerly. 

You bring that Scripture more to the purpoſe 
then 1 imagined ; but I pray you proceed in your 
Argument. 

I will,. fappofe we that Gods Covenant with 
fore-farbers inc/ndes the giving grace to their ſeed, b 
then here is a ſpecial! ground to aQ faith upon, 
from an hereditary Covenant ; and noqueſtion, 
if we plead ic beleevingly, we may find the be- 
nefit of ic. | 

Bat if grace be thus bereditory,how comes itto 
pr chen, that ſo many of the Seed of Godly 

arents areſo graceleſlc ? 

7. Becanſe God beſtows it according #0 election : 
 _Graceisnot ſo heredicary as Lands' and Eftates 

aus i —_— ng re a mans body 

egotten, whatever ; It is given to 
the Ele Poſterity, with ſpeciall reſpeds to the 
Covenant of fore-fathers, in the execution of 
that decree of EleQion. This difference the A- 
poſtle makes between Jewsand Jews; the Electi- 
on bave obtained is, and the Klection are beloved for 


the farbers ſakg11 


2, Becauſe 


of Infant- Baptiſm. 

2. Becauſe though there be a Covenang on 
Gods part, yet itis not (on'the parents pare) im- 
proved on the behalte of their children as it 
ought to be; they do not plead it as they ſhould 


; | with God, at leaſt they do not improve it in the 


uſe of meanes, being too indulgent and remifle 


FT jo their education, a.meanes whereunto God 


3 fathers is che likely gronnd 
$ can be pleaded for on my 

7 me in a fiace of-nature,l have no Covenant m 
' } wich me in mine owne perſon ; and as toGods 
 } Covenant with Chrift concerning me, thar is a 
| Þ fecrec thing,and not pleadable : but my parents 
| and che Church may plead the covenant of An- 
'F ceſtors on my behalf, as I ſhall ſhew more ſatis- 


4 Comediſpnee ; yet it iscleare enough in thin 
F an inferiour nature,that the Lord hath promiſed 
F and the Saints have beene encouraged in a pray=- 
3 er of Faith to azke them upon that ac- 
COUnts 


& bath annexed many promiſes of Grace, Pre. 23. 
KY 13.23.15. So Devid to 4domiahand Abſslon, he 
* negle&ed their education, and God denyed the 
S bleſſing, | 


Now whatever Gods ſecret decree is, we are to 


{ blame our ſelvesif any promiſe do. not take ef- 


feR,becauſe that decree never inte to hin- 


{| der the performance of a promiſe tayany one 
# thatduely pleads it. 


And the truth is, the Covenant with fore- 
n which Grace 
fe, for ſuppo 


faQorily hereafter. 
And tor Tewporslr, however the former Do- 


# Arine concerning the beſtowing of firitual gra- 


ces upon a paternall Covenant, may admin ve 
= 


Av 
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Ag to Got engagements in this kinde, I might 
produce a crowd of ſpeciall places to this pur- 
poſe, See Pſal. 25. 13. 37. 25, 26. Prov. 11. 21. 
ſo Iſa. 65. 23. and abundance of Scriptures 


MOTre. 


And how frequently the Sizes hrave hung up- 


on this twig, and kept np their faith from ſin- | 
king , how often they have pleaded ir in pray- | 
er ? I ſuppoſe is no lefſe evident from Scripture. - | 


-Snrely ic is notfor nothing chat in the petitions 
of the Saints for temporall mercies, they menti- 


on God under this notion, O God, the God of | 


our Fathers, ſayes Feh-ſhaphat, when he prayes 
epgainſt his potent and numerous enenies, 2 Chr. 
20.6; and Davidwhetn he appeales to God in a 
caſe of ſuſpicion,that the Benj mites were come 
to betray him at Ziklag, appeales to him under 
that:ticle, Tf ye be come to betray me to mine enemies, 
the God of our fathers look thereon and requite i1:un- 
doubredly David and Fehoſhapbat could and did 


fay, my God,yet they chooſe rather in ſtraights to 


plead by that Title, as an additionall ſtrength to 
their plea, over andabove their own intereſt in 
hiri ;-and upon that account it is that they con- 
fe3 their fathers ſinner in lolemne confeſſion, as 
apprehending a breach in their Fathers Cove- 
nant, till-it be made up, to be abarre to their 
elaim:AsNeþ.:9. 16,34. & urge the faith of your 
parents -and their experience of Gods faithial- 
nefſe ro them, P/zl. 22. 4. Our Fathers truſted in 
thee,they truſted, and thou didſt deliver them ; ſurely 
it is more then if they had ſaid of any other be- 
leevers not related to them, ſuch and ſuch truſted 


in thee, &:. Ic is as much indeed as if they had 
; F | {aid, 


1 
v 
i 


F 


of Infant- Baptiſm. 

faid, Lord we are of a beleeving race, and a race ts 
whom thou baſt ſhewed abundance of ancient favors, 
and we bope thou wilt remember that wethat ſeeks 
thee, now are not onely ſuch as truſt in thee our ſelves, 
but ſuch as d:ſcend from them that truſted in thee be- 
fore we were borne; And indeed (even amongſt 
men) it isan urgent plea for any favour, to be 
able to draw an inducement to any ones kind- 
nefle and bounty from a relation of league or 
friendſhip berween his and our Anceſtors: Surely 
it - a principle of ingenuity, ſo wrought in Davi 

that he could not but remember to do kindne 


#0 Mepbiboſbath for bis father Jonathans Jake, as 


2 Sam.9.7. We cannot think but there are ſome 
remnants of love in Gods breaſt towards the poſte- 
rity of his old friends, when they are dead and 
pone. Ie is likely that all the while thac the 
remembrance of Foſeph laſted in Egypr,the Tſrae!- 
ites were well-intreated for his ſake; for the very 
preface that is made to the ſtory of their oppreſ- 


| lion, Ex0.1.8. There roſe up a newKing in Egypt that 


* 
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knew not Foſeph,intimateth that it wquld have bin 
an Incredible thing that anyKing of Egype, know 


ing Foſepb,would have dealt fo with his poſteri- 


ty. And Benbadadis ſent to by Aſz to do hima 
kindneſſe, There is an ancient league(faith he) ber 
eweers my F atber and thy F ather, n Kings 15. 19. 
Surely, if ſuch pleas from parental] relations 
work upon the bowels of men, the ſeed of Gods 
friends may be more confident that the like pleas 
wil fteed them with him,becauſe he is of tenderer 


| bowelsthen any creature can be, and more apt to 


taketo heare ſuch principles of ingenuity and 


good nature (if I may ſo «Ya my {elf) cheo' 
| I 


WE Are. 
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After. Ifully affent co you in theſe particulars,that 
Gods Covenant with our parents is a good plea 
for faich to urge 3 bur all chis diſcourſe ſappo- | ' | 
ſeth the perſons that are the urgecs of it to be F 
believers themſelves; but what is this to Jnſants | 
v ho cannot plead this Covenant, nor beletve, | | 
and whom our preſent diſcourſe concerns ? 8 
Pads. Yes, very much, for it ſuppoſeth their inter-ft | « 
in that Covenant before they could plead ityſee- | 
ing they plead by right of ſucceſſion : Now he that ' | , 
pleads a'right of ſucceſſion among men, ſuppe« | 
ſech he had a right before he could plead ; ſo the 
Apoſtle ſpeaking of the ber wnder age, who can- | ;, 
not legally ſue for his eſtate, yet ſaith he, be s | 
Lord of «ll, Gal. 4. 1. Surely had not the Cove- | 
nant of God with the Fathers, here ſpoken of, | 
concerned your poſterity, even then when. they } 4; 
were born, they could never have pleadeda title | ,, 
to God of ſuch antiquity when they came to | 7, 
years; beſides, you muſt conſider that I am now | ,, 
ſpeaking of c1e advantage which the Covenant | þ, 
of Ged with fore-fathere, and his relation to | ſu 
them,as it undergoes an abſtrafted confideration 
from the perſonall Covenant with us by faith, | 46, 
affords to the ſtrengthening of faith when' we | ;x 
have it; that I may ſhew that we have good | , 
cauſe not to renounce-onr Infant-relation to fta 
Gods Covenant, which Anabaptiſts generally | 4; 
"ao. | | wi 
Aſter. But Sir, I remember you promiſed to lay the | ,y 
compariſon berween the advantage ,' that the | or 
conſideration of paternal] relation to God gives | the 
to faich, and that which emergeth from perſoBall | yer 

"relation ; for ſuppoſe Davidplead the vo—_ | 

© 
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of Infant- Baptiſm. 
of fure-fathers, and Feb:ſpapbat and others do 
ſo to; might they not with as much ſtrength of 


faith have pleaded Gods Covenant made with 


themſelves at the time of theic converſion? | 


I have anſwered you partly to that before,and Pee, 


fay further here, they cou!d 20t, becauſe they did 
nt, I think is a good argument in this caſe; the 
Saints do not uſe to ſpeak vain and non-fignifi« 
cant words to God in prayer. Hadthey had fo 
much hold upon God by the plea of my God, or 
our God, they would not(undoubtedly)have ad- 
ded alſo that of | The God of their fatbers. |Befides, 
in reaſon judge you, 1s it nothing when I can 
come to God and ſay, Lord, there 2s ax ancient 
Covenant between my fore-fagbers and tbee,and mu- 
1usl friend(bip bath run in a line from many genera- 
tions dow to me 45 ſoon as I bad abeing; nay, thou 
weſt beſpoken on my hebalfe to be a friend to me before 
I was able to ſpeak for my ſelfe, my godly father 8 
dear friend of thine, made many a motion on my be> 
balfe, be pleaded 8 Covenant entayled, be put it in 


| ſuite for me when Iwas but a ſpan leng, and be in» 


mrufted me npom that Covenant, and comminted me to 
tbe ſociety of the fairbfull,as Guardians and Feoff ers 
zn truſt to ſee me poſſeſſed of it ; andnow(Lord)I an 
by their endeavours and thy bleſſing upon them, en= 
flated therein : TI bave a great favonr to acke at uby 


hands, and T queſtion whether my own perſonall plea 


will carry it with that prevalency which T defire, 1 
am many wayes unworthy to plead with thee mine 
own title; to fortifie it therefore, Lord look back npox 
the dayes of old,and read over the petitions which are 
yet on file on my. bebalfe, and thy gracious anſwers to 


| them, Phe yet my bones were onely written in thy 


D 3 book. 
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book. Let it never be ſaid that one deſeended of ſuch a 
preyer full race is caſt out of thy favour, and the prays 
ers of that race become unſucce(Sfull to me, on whoſe 
bebalfe they were put up, and are upoz the file in thy 
Conrt of Kequeſts. 


; Aſter. Bat may not one that is baptized at yeares of 


Peds. 


diſcretion, plead all this,as well as one baptiz:d 


in Infancy ; (ſuppoſing the plea be well ground- | 


ed) Why then is this produced to ſhew the uſe- 


fulnefſe of Infant-Baptiſme above Baptiſme of | 


riper age? 


I cold you once before, that I am now ſhew= | 
Ing you the benefit of holding the groand of In- | 
fani-Baptiſm,to wit, a relation to God by the | 
Covenant of our fore-farhers before we were | 


borne,which Anabaptiſts generally deny as well 
as the praRtiſe of it; and I ſhall methodically 
deſcend to the prafiſe it felfe anon. - However, 
becauſe it may be needfull for your ſatisfaQion, 
now and then to be a little immethodicall, 1 


ſhall not deny you to interpoſe now and then | 
what you apprehend. may ftumble you, and | 
{ſwallow the inconveniency for your advan- | 


tage. 


the fault of parents in this caſe is no prejudice 
to thechild, in the ſubſtance of it) yer it is mo- 
rally and rationally more conducing to the fre» 
quent bringing of it to remembrexce, and (ſo)to 
the frequent improvement of it, to retaine in the 
Church the pratiſe of Infant-Baptiſm, becauſe 
Infant:Baptiſm doth moſt peeuliarly, and ab- 

ſracedly 


To anfwer you therefore to this queſtion, al- 
though a belcever when ever baptized,may make 
this plea as well as one baptized in Infancy (for 


: 
| 
. 


of Infant-Baptiſte,” | 
ſiraRedly lead to the conſideration of this Co- 
venant of Anceſtors, which is the plea.in hand, 
then Baptiſm at riper yeaces doth; ſeeing that 
Coveuant is the proper ground upon which it 
is adminiſtred ; ſo that as often as a childe is 
Baptized in my fight,orl refle& upon mine own 
Infanc-Baptiſar, [ cannot but fo often refle@Q up- 
on the Covenant of fore*fathers, and have very 
warme occafionall hints ſaggeſted ro me there- 


_ by, for the improvement of it in the way afore- 


ſaid. 


Hereby $ir, you minde me that there is one Aſer. 


branch of your promiſe as to this parcicular be- 


hind, which you will give me leave to mind you 
| of; you have ſhewed how the gcound of Infanc. 
{| Baptiſm conduceth to the furtherance of the 
aQings of faith, and have given ſome collateral 


evidence how the praiſe of itdoth ſo to ; I pray 
proceed in that Argument. 


L will, for indeed | longed to come to it long pgs. 


- ſince, but that your diſſatisfaRtions have delayed 


' me, and therefore I ſhall the more willingly un- 


dertake ic ; -but upon condition that you maſt 
not 2a new interrupt me in this diſcourſe, with 
queſtions concerning the right of Infants to 
Baptiſm, or the Covenant of it in Infancy 3 ſee- 
ing our diſcourſe procecdz upon a ſuppoſal hereof 


| (atleaſt for diſcourſe ſake) for I ſhall not fo far 


q 


forfeic my diſcretion as to diſpute whether that 
which is indeed no Ordiftiance, be not more ef* 
fefuall to ſtrengthen faich, then that that is ſo 
indeed, bur let that lyc between us- You fay, or 


_ atleaſt queſtion, whether you may not ſay,that 


Baptiſme received ar yearcs ofdiſccetion, is the 
D 3 onely 
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onely Ordinance of Baptiſm. I fay that Infant- 
Baptiſme is no leſfſe an Ordinance then that; I 
allow you to plead for your Baptifme all chat 
you can, ſappoling it be as you ſay; allow'me 
(upon my ſuppoſition) to ſay what I can formy 
Baptiſm, and you ſhall be judge your ſelf where 
the advantage in this iflue yes, on your fide or 
mine. 

Take your condition and proceed. 

Firſt then, (as to the ftrengchening of Faith 
by the praQiſe of Infant-Bapriſm(in geners/!)the 
object of Baptiſmall Faith Is, God in C ovenant 


through the blood of Chrift Sacramentally applied in 


Baptiſm.and by conſequence Faith,in relation to 
Baptiſm is to look upon that Covenant, and to 


fetch thence(with ſpeciall refpe@ ro the ſecurity | 


of that Seale adminiſtred to firengthen it) all 
the benefits of the Covenant. 


» 


p 


Secondly.,(in generall alſo) Faithin all its a&s | 


recciveth a ſpecial confirmation from experience, 


long acquaintance with a friend, and long rela« 


tion to him, is a very great inducement to truſt 
him. 


More partiexlarly,feeing the matter of the Co- | 
venant on Gods part in Baptiſm, which Cove- | 


nant is the objeR of Baptiſmall Faith, is ſuch as 


containes ſpir2tzalls and remporalls, we ſhall (as | 


before) conſider them in their order ; and if In» 

fant-Baptiſme in both theſe afford fuch argu- 

ments of corroboration to our faith, 2s I have 

ſpoken of more then Baptiſm ar riper years,then 
my undertaking alſo. 

| expect what you will ſay. 

. Ag 


| 


| 


[ hope I ſhall competently diſcharge this part of | 


f 
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 Asto fpiriteallithen, ſuch as remiſſon of ſins, Pads. 


renewing Grace, mortification of the old man, 
putting on of the new ſupplies of Grace, from 


the Fountain:head, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt (all 


which are eminently comprized in cheeSapti(- 


' mall Coyenant) a man when he comes to yearcs - 


of diſcretion, may plead the Covenant for theſe 
the more ſtrongly for his Infant- Baptiſm, Lord, 
didſt thou engage to beſtow theſe graces upon me in my 
infancy, when I could nit «ke, nor ſo much as deſire 
them,end will the Lord not beftow them upon me norv 
I am a ſuitor for them ? would be be found of me > 


. far as to promiſe and ſeal a deed of gift conferring a 


right totheſe mercieswhen I ſongbt him not,end will 
be not be found of me, ſo as to conferre poſſeſſion upon 
me when I ſeek bim ? R 
And truly,for ſome of theſe graces,vis. Initial 
graces, {uch as remilſion of {1ns,regeneration,and 
renovation of the hearr, it hath made me very 
much a triend to Intant-Baptiſm, to conſider 
that Baptiſm is an #23:iall Sacrament, to ſeal the 
bettowing of thele zniz7all graces on Gods part; 


and therefore | verily perſwade my ſelfe ic was- 


not ozely intended for Infants,but intended prin- 
cipallytor them, ſeeing toelder perionsit could 
not properly be a ſeal of conterring initzall grace 
upon them, beauſe ic ſuppoſerh that already be- 
fiowed on and wrought, in them as a qualification 
for che reception of that Ordinance -: And «l- 
though che generalicy. of thoſe we read of in 
the New Teftament, were admitted to Bapti:m 
at that age, and it may ſeem that ic refleAs ſome 
diſparagement upen the wiledome of God to 


appolac the ute of ſuch an Ordinance ro them * 
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to whom (being already converted) it was de- 
fe&ive in one principall parc of its ſignification 
& ule, yet if we compare the ſtate of the Church 
then to be gathered with the ſtate 'of the old 
Chureh when it begun in Abram and his tamily, 
we ſhall find God ordered it in the ſarhe manner 
in relation to the adminiſtration of the Seale of 
admi(jion then inſtituted. The generality of 
thoſe then admitted, being grown perſons, re- 
ceived the iign of Circumcifion, though as de- 
feQive to them in that part of its ſignification, 
which is ſuppoſed in the-preſent caſe to be 
wanting in the Baptiſm of grown perſons : for 
Circamcifion no lefle engages Gods Covenant 
for the collation of pardoning and regenera- 
ting grace,then Baytiſ m doth,Coh2.11,02. 

Andas for all ſapplies of after-grace,ſuch as the 
aQuuall aſſurance of pardon rec:ived,the aQtuall 
mortification of luſis,and aQuall quickening of 
grace, againſt particular de:ayes and weaknefles, 
the plea of Infant-Bapriſm is very prevalent ; for 
although Baptiſm at 1iper age,ſeal the Covenant 
(as to theſe particulars) as well as Baptiſme in 
infancy, yet doth it not give a like morall afſare 


 aneeof the conſiancy and firmneffe of that part 


of it which confirmes the people of God againſt 
tears of being deſerted by him, as the reception 
of it in Infant- Age doth : for by the ſame reaſon 
upon which the Saints are many times. faine to 
appeale from conditienall promiſes and comforts 


tO abſolute, viz. The freenefle of eleQing,juſtify-  ! 


ing and renewing grace in the reſpeQive decla- 
r:t'ons,and offers of them,upon the ſamereaſon 
may they have recourſe to Infant-baptiſm, = 

mor 


[n= of Tnfant-Baptiſm. IE Ax =" 
moſt lively repreſentation and obfignation of 
both theſe. 

Now we know that the Saints, when they 
looke upon Geds engagements to give them 
comforting and preſerving grace, being told (as 
they are by. that note of naturall Arminaniſme 
that is in them) that God. is engaged to beſtow 
them only upon ſuch and ſuch conditions, and 
being ( withall )conſcious that they have failed, 
and ill faile in thoſe conditions ; they have no 
 reliefe in this cafe, but to flye to the records 
E . ofthe eternall love of God to them, and the 
| freeneſfle of juſtifying and renewing grace '(as I 
faid before) and thence they conclude ſtrongly, 
that he who ( when he fore-ſaw how unworthy 
they would prove of any favour from him, and 
how they would perpetually faile of their duty 
to him) did (yet) eleA them, and beſtow grace 
and Chriſt upon them freely, will alſo now bes! 
theis back: flidings,and love them a like freely to the 
end, Hoſ. 14.4. | | 

This therefore being their refuge, if Gods 
ſeal adde(as it doth undoubtedly co us) any cer- 
tainty to his word,then(ſurely)for ſuch perſons 
ro refle& upon the ſeale of Baptiſme adminiſtred 
co them in Infancy, muſt needs fortifie them in 
that refuge; for in ſuch acaſe(me thinks) thus 
could I plead with God for perſeverance, and 
ſupplies neceſſary thereunto. Ot 

Lord, the ({cuenent which thou madeft with and 
ſealed to mein Infancy,makes over all the graces and 
benefits of thy Covenant to me, not onely the firſl, but 
the laſt,tbe ſeed ef renewing, and the barveſs of pre- 


; ſerving and cronning grace; I am now told that 
FE ibeugh 
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though I have received the firſt, notwithſtanding any 
' wants and obftirations on my part ; yet my own de- 


fer and weakneſſer,and ſinnes may t: feat me of ibe 
laft, and ſo my latter end may be worſe then the be- 
ginning. Lora, didff thou not ſee when thou mateſi 
this Covenant with me that I was an Infant wal- 
lowing in blood and pollution, the guilt and puddle of 
original ſin, having no good in megnor 0apable of any, 
farther then tbo. ſbouldſt afterwards infuſe it by a 
new creation, ſurely thou didſt ? and if thou didft 


then ſee what I was,and fore-ſee what I would be,and 
yet roruldſt make and ſeale that Covenant to me not- 


withſtanding : ſþall I conceive that the falling out 
of what tho didſt fore-ſee,can change thee from what 
thou art,norwithſtanding that fore-ſight,didft engage 
tby ſelfe to be? © | 

'The like plea doth not offerit ſelte from the 
meditation of Baptiſm received at riper age, be- 
cauſe though the Covenant ic ſeales be the ſame 
Covenant, and no lefle free, yet the perſon to 
whom it is adminiftred, isat the adminiftration 
ſuppoſed tobe under an atuall qualification, vis. 
of faith axd repentance,and theretore though they 
may draw the ſame ſupport and comfort from 
the Covenant,yet not from the Ordinance. And 
now zeigbbour ) what think you, hath not In- 


[fant-Baptiſin the advantage herein over baptiſm 


at riper yeares,. to firengthen faith upon Gods 
Covenant for Spiritualls ? 

I darenot determine ſo ſuddenly (Sir) inan 
argument ſo new to me as this is; buc I conceive 


it deſerves ſerious confideration, which  ( by 


(Gods help) I ſhall beſtow upon it :- in the mean 
time if you haye any thing more to adde 
herein, 
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herein , I pray, go on therewithall. 

I pray do, confider it thronghly, for I pro- pg, 
pound it to that end, not for diſpute, bue for 
meditation ; onely; I deſire you to take in one 
thing more with you, on this head which I had 
almoſt forgotten. 

What is that ? Aſter 

Ic is this, That Infant relation to God, yields p;, 7 
a confiderable ftrength to faith in a tempred con- © 
dition,againſt thoſe ſpiritual enemies, which ſeek 
to deyoure the ſoul therein ; for here faith may 
apply it {elfe to God thus. | 

Lord, Satan tells me I am one of bus SubjeOs, 2 

oat of bis fold; bat Lord, doſt thou not know that T 
| Fee bad thy freep-mark npon m: from a Lamb,tbat 
T was born in thy family, and ſolemnly owned for thy 
SubjeF and Seryant, by thy Miniſter in thy Name 
before the Congreg ation, wilt thou loſe one that hath 
bin thine fo long? Kings uſe to be moſt tendey of their 
Native Subje&:,and Shepbcardt of the Sheep of their 
own race: ſhall thy native SubjeAs be more open to 
inſolencies of enemies then athers f 

Bat Sir, doth difference of time make any After 
| alteration upon God, ſo as to lay upon him a * * 
'greater obligation to one who hath been /onger 
in his family, then ts another who came more 
Jacely into it; I thonght to the Father of Erer- 
nity there had been no diffeeence between to day 
and an hundred years ſince. 

So think I, but you are to remember that Il'P,q,, 
now treat not of confiderations prevailing with 
God, but confiderations working vpon us ; not 
ſuch as turther þimz in point of faitbſulneſi, but 
ſuch as further #s in point of fezrb. Now fuch 
things 
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things may be of precious uſe to wr,as are not of 
a like influence wpoz God: All the Arguments we 
urge in prayer do not at all move God, but only 
fortifie our faith to depend upon him. So here, 
though God have alike reaſon in himſelfe to 
move him to take care of a ſoul that became one 
of his family but yefferday as of one that hath bin 
in his family forty years or upwards, yet it mult 
needs be a more rationall excorragement to 19 to 
depend upon him now, that we Have been related 
fo long to him, then it would be to have begun a 
relation but yeſterday. 

Well Sir, | ſhall hang up this upon the file al» 
ſo, among thoſe other heads which Imean to 
cake time to look over more particularly ; but I 
ſhall not hinder your preſent progreſle in the 
intended Argument. Ipray you proceed to that 
part of it wherein you undertake the diſcovery 
of an adyantagz ground for faith to aft upon, 
10 Temporall; as well as Spiritualls, within the 
Tecrcitories of Infants Baptiſm. 


I will, neighbour, ( II'S. I conceive that 


much of that [abouris ſaved already, by proving 


' it in fpiritmalls; for it is an eafie conclution, and 
_ that which all Scripture,as well as Reaſon allows, 


to inferre the certainty of Temporalls from Spiri- 
tzc2]ls, the ſecurity we have for the greater is 
ſafficient for thelef )go along with me therefore 
ina few words on this head; and I know not 
why I ſhould nat take the rife of this argument 
from the example of David,whole faith( to me) 
ſcemes to take ics riſe fromthe ground-wee - are 
ſpeaking of,viz.Gods Covenant-engagement to 


him in infancy(whereof Circumciſion then mu 
an 


” ""Y s i . F x Re 
024 77 "WOT RE nar er perry ARG PEER Fo Ro no 


———--" a OO CS. 
TH GCAS ER FE ARR 71 ew EF mY : 


2960: CO 
_ —"—m— AL SRO TEARS Mc We EAA UI KU 0x 


—— ER 


of Infant-Baptiſm. 
and Baptiſme now is a cottfirming ſigne) The 
places are, Pſzl. 22. 9, 10, 11. He begs for a tem- 
porall mercy, deliverance from bis enemies, under 
whom he was ſo grievoutly aftliacd, that he was 
therein a fit Type of Chriſt «pon the eroſſe,,o whom 


_ therefore thany paſſages ot this Pſalme are ap- 


plyed in the Goſpe]. He urgeth many arguments - 
of faith in this cafe, and among the chiefeſt he 
pleads thus, Lord,thew art be that took me out of the 


womb, thou didft make me þ ben I was upon my 


mothers breafis ; I was caſt upon thee fromthe wombe, 
thou art my God from my mothers belly ; benot farre 
from me, &s. | 2 

And what is there in all this? he ſeems to me Aſter. 
to plead only from theexperieNice of providential 
preſervations which he had had former experience 
of,even from the womb; but I ſee nothing in the 
Text from whence to conclude that he had (fo 
much as in his eye) any Covenant-relation to God 
from b33 mothers belly, much lefle, any Seele of that 
Covenant, adminiſtred to him then. 

Say you ſo? ler me ſee then what Ican make Pede. 
of it to the purpoſe in hand. You conceive Des 
vid being a Few, ws circumciſed the eight day, as 
other Jewes by the Commandement of God 


Yes. Aſter. 
* Then ſurely be was in Covenant from that Pedo. 
time, for Circumciſion was the token of the Cove- 
nant, Gen. 17. 

_—_ that, yethe may not plead that Cove- Afr. 
nant nere. : 

Surely if he did not, yet it concerned him to Pods. 
do (o(as Ibelceve you alſo will grant,when yu 

conſi- 
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confider, that depth of miſery he was in, then web 
we cannot imagine a greater, and it concerned 
faith now to muſter up all its ſtrength ) ſurely he 
was too wile to Jeave any of his moſt uſeful fur- 
niture behinde- him when he was to deale with 
ſuch a tentation. This may be a probable Ar- 
gument for my interpretation ( at leaſt) in 
generall, 
But adde to this (in particular) | 
One part of Wpids complain in this Plalme 
Is, that God bis God bad forſaken bim, verl.1. And 
indeed this ftung him beyond all other his af- 
flitions,and his enemies ſcoffe at him for rolling 
bimſelf on the Lord, verl. 8. reproaching him with 
his faich in God. Surely this will evince. that 
Daved in this Plalm addrefſeth himſelfe to God, 
as his God, a God in Covenant with him, and 
begs for deliverance as a Covenant mercy. ' 
Now, reduce the plea he makes, verſ. 9, to. to 
this ſenſe,and it will be impertinent and weak,if 
it be grounded ongly. on previdentiall zntereft in 
God from his wothers wombe; for this were to 
make David argue with God at this rate, Lord, 
why haſt thou forſaken me ? chat is, why doft thox 
nt ſhew me the favour that thow ſbeweſt tothy chil= 
dren ? be n0t far from me, thatis, give me # Cove® 
214nt deliverance, I chalexge thee upon tby faithful- 
ne(3 to deliver me in this ſtraight, according .to my 
truſt in thee; for thou haſt providentially,(to wit, 
 wponthe ſame account, upon which thou dyſt take core 
for It children of Pagans, and be young callow- 
broed of ravcns,when they ery) taken ms: aut of the 
rwombe, and cauſed nee to bope when I was upon my 
mothers breaſts, Werenot this think you a 
forcible 


- =_ 
forcible plea for feciell faith, co urge an Argu- . 
ment that takes its riſe from a ground common 

, to all Gods creatures? and would it any way 
follow (in reaſon) that God muſt noe faile Ds - 

} pidstruſt now, becauſe he had providentialh pre- 

* ſerved him from his mothers belly ? Is God bound 

tO preſerve all thoſe, nay,to ſhew pecisll favorr to 

them at all times of their lives when they have 
need of him, whom he thus breeds and preſerves 
from their mothers belly ? 

' The Argument therefore runs plainly chus, 
Lord, thou art my God now upen the ſame title by 
which thou baſt been from my mothers belly,&yc. and 
thou baſt the ſame obligations of the Covenant , by : 
which thon waſt my God then, upon thee now I bave 
found thee faithfull to 1bat Covenant bitherto, be fo 
| flall. Will the God that bath been my God from the 
| ombe, aud from my mothers belly, forſake me now ? 
will be break Govenant now who bath kept it ſo long? 
|  Thusthe pleaof David: faith is like the Sun go. 

'| ” ing forthinits ſirength, 'with light and warmth, 

' enough to cheere his fainting ſpirits in this ſad 
plunge, and valley of the ſbadow of death. 

. . Now(meigbbexr) to reduce this example to 

our preſent buſineſſe; Suppoſe I ſhould be in any 

' want, under any affiiftion or calamity whatſo- 

ever; would it not be worth the while to en« 

courage faith in prayer by a like Argument. 

. Lord, T bave been caſt upon thee ( by my Parems 
dedicating me ts thee in baptiſm.) from the womb,ond 
theu baſt (by ſealing a Covenant to me ) been my God 
from my mothers belly, I wannot without a ſufficiend 
+ groundofboping in thee when Tung upon my ns- 
" thers breoft; for then I'war 1aken into thy fantily,and 


became 
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became thy charge, aud thou becameſt my F ather and * 


my God; and ever fince, from that time to this, thou 
baſt on thy part beld that Govenant inviolated, thou 
baſt given me grace in purſuance of it, and all other 
good things, and wilt thou not continue the ſame line 
of mercy and bounty to me all my dayes © what wile 
thou who baſt bolder: me up fromthe womb, ang been 
my eruſt and bope from my youth, caſt me off now, 
though 1 amold and gray-beaded ? Plal. 71. 5,6,9. 


27.18. ill not God take care for ancient Servants #* 


will be provide the hſſe for them: becauſe their work is 
done, and they are grown children againe, who tooke 
them into bis family before they could work at all,and 
bred them from children therein ? ſurely a ſerious 
heart knowes the advantage of fuch conſidera - 
tions too well to part with them ſleightly. 

Is there not great oddes between this plea, and 
the plea of another man,who can only (eviden- 
tially, I mean, and legally) urge a relation to 
Gods family for one, two, three, four, or a few 
more yeares? and ſure the plea of perſons bap- 


eized at yeares of diſcretion, muſt fall ſhort of } 


that of David by divers yeares. 

Yee till S;r,me thinks it ſticks wich me,*chac 
had not David been circumciſed at eight dayes old, 
he had had the ſame plea,and (by conſequence) a 
man not having been baptized in Infancy, may 
fay all this which you ſpeak of, except you will 
deny any to be in the Covenant before they are 
Baptized, or to have been heretofore in Cove- 
nant before they were circumciſed,and then you 
renounce your owne fureft footing for Pzdo- 
baptiſiu, and come home to the Anabaptiſts., 

| mul anſiyer you again, as I did before, that 
though 
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one that is a child of a beleeve:? 


| had formerly, and ſtill hath a Covenant-right 
to God before Circumciſion and Baptiſme; and 
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ſo every ſuch perfon circumciſed or upon 
ciſed, baptized or unbaptized, (ac leaft as long 
|- as the negleR is not his own fau't) hath the ſame 
ples which we have been ſpeaking of,yec he hath 
| irnorto urge with the ſawe evidence and ground 
of aſſurence, as he that can plead the Covenant 
with the ſeal, hath : and ſo Kill (as tothat Iam 
ſpeaking of, the footing of faich in ſucha caſe ) 
he comes ſhort of my David, or beleever, who in 
| his {nfancy was notonly iz Govenant,but a ſcaled 
Corexanter ; otherwiſe iemuft needs follow,that 
* the Sacraments adde nothing ar all to the Coye= 
* nant in point of eerveinty and evidence, which I 
| think no ſober Chriſtian will afirme. Where- 
| fore pray you carry this explication and diftin- 
|" Qiom along- with you through the remaining 
part of our diſcourſe, and apply ic metatis mus 
tandi;,changing the termes'as there ſhall be cauſe, 
as offen as you ſee a like doubt arifing in you, 
that we may avoid needleſſe reperitions, as much 
as is poſlible. . 

_ I will Sir, as I ſhall be able, & when Ido not, 4fter. 
| irfhall be enough for you to mind me of it, and 
 Iwillcorre& my ſelf for adding any unneceſſary 
| troubleto you in that kinde. 1 pray therefore 
proceed to ſhew the fame advantage adminiftred 
| Co otber graces in their aRtings from Infant-Bap= 
uſm, as you have done in reference co Faub al - 
| ready ; wherein Iaffure you (though 1 am not 


r 


- byes ſotne Jaubr as' to ſome things you 
'_ have ſaid by thie way, ak may put you -y 
| the 
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the trouble of giving a further ſatisfaQtion ano- 
ther time,yet) | have received ſuch props of faith, 
as I hope 1 ſhall upon occafion make very good 
uſe of, and if you can ſhew me as much in other 


gracee, I ſhall nor look fo very ſleightly upon 
Infant-Baptiſm as ſome, through careleſſezeſi and 


ſpiritual)! negligence, not looking into it as they 


ſhould, and otbers through the prejzdice of a con» 
trary judgement,do. = 

| Iproceedcherefore to a ſecond grace (where- 
in if I do not give in as large evidence to the 
uſefulneſſe of Infant- Baptiſm, as in reaſon you 
can expe, I ſhall be doubly to blame, partly for 
failing in mine undertaking, and partly for ha 
zarding the ſuccefſe of ſo good awork begyn in 
you,as you give me hope of, viz. your fall faris- 
faftion ) and that grace is 


the attendants of it, bumiliation, caution. 
As to ſorrow and humiliation, there is this 


two-fold grcund adyanced from Infant- Bap-- 


tiſm. (1) From the kindnefſe of God, ſhewed to 
the parties therein, and that upon*a double ac- 
count, 

1. As Infant-Baptiſme reflc&eth upon him 
under the confideration of the God of oxr.fathers. 
And this hath ſo much prevalency in it to draw 
penitent teares from an ingenuous hearc (and 
grace is a principle of greateſt ingenuity ) that 
the Saints of God in theic moſt ſolemn kumilia* 


ctions, infiſt very much upon it. Thus when 


Nebemiab begins a ſolemn confeſſion of fin, he 
aggravates it by Gods murcies ro Abrabom, and 


tbeir fere-fathcrs, for a great pait of thechaprer,. 


7 eþ. 


11. Repentance, or godly ſorrow for finne, with ; 


f 
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of Infant-Baptiſh I. 


Neb.9. And God himſelfe frequently aggravates 
Iſrael; finne, by this confideracion, They forfocke 
tbe God of their Fathers, 2 Chron. 7. 22 24. 245 
28, 6.30.7. . 

2. Azic refle&s upon the mercy of our owne 
perſonall relation to God in Infancy And. ſurely 
when God aggravates the ſinne ot his people 7/- 
rae, Ezek, 16 under th@frmilicurde of a child ra- 
ken into his ſpeciall care from the very wombe, 


. he layes aſufficient groand for the deducing of 


this concluſion ; Thae. for evy perſon or people, ſo 
related t0 God from Infancy, as be there expreſſeth, to 
depart from God by ſinning againſt bim, wu a very 
great ag gravudtion of fin.Nay,l have ſome ground 


to think that the Lord cakes the riſe of that ag- 


gravation of thas Nations ſinnes from the very 


Te an nationall circumciſion ; for (to my 


mind ) verſ. 8. peaks much co that purpoſe, but I 
lay no great weight upon that, onely I will be 
more bold (upon the former ground.) todcaw 
upa parallell enditemenc from the chapter a- 
gainſt a particular Jew circumciſed in Intancy, 
and then bring it down to the preſent caſe. Sup- 
poſe God therefor e pleading again any ſinner 
of the Jews Nation in the ſtrain of that chapter, 
and you will ſte it yeeld as great aggravations 


- of perſons! {ins as rationall. - ® 


+ Thou N, in the diy in which thou waſt born waſt 


neked, and in thy blood ittterly naked and deftirmie of 


originall righteouſneſs, and defiled with the ſtaine 
and guilt of original] fin, an obje& of loathing and 
abborrency to @ pitre and holy God ar 1 am; yet when 
4 ed by tbee, and ſaws thee polluted in thine owrie 
ood, T (aid nnto thee —_ thou'waſt in thy _ 
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liugyea,T ſaid unto theegwben thou waſt in thy blood 


live : mben I paſſed by thee and locked upon thee, be= |. 
Lold! (and woxder at my geodne(s therein) thytime | 
(even that time_) wa; a time of love, and I fpreed I 


my tkirt over theezand covered tby nakeaneſs, zea, 1 
ſware toibee in circumcition, and entered into cove- 
naut ith ;hee, faith the Lord, and thou becameſt 


mine, and I waſhed ihaewith water, &c. and T1 


bridthie at my coſt, under my Ordinances, from 


:bat day,zet baſt thou forgotten all this kindneſs, and 


rebelled againſt me. Alter the word Circumeiſion 


into B:p:iſm, and make the application to your ' 


ſelfe,and'then ſee whether it do not efford a cut- 


ting aggravation of fin. * Anabaptiſts yeeld no_ 


=. 


ſuch aggravation of ſin, for it allows no man 


any fpeciall relation to God, no Covenant, no | 
engaging Ordinance, no peculiar Covenant-, 
mercy,tll aQual faich, 3. e. till years of diſcre- . 


tion. Theſinnes of thoſe who are born within 
the Church, to the Anabzptiſt have no other ag- 
gravations then the {ins of mcer Heathene, ill 
they come to beliei e. 


2. Alccond ground of i En th y + 


fant- Baptiſm, is fromthe conſideration of the 
Apeſtacy,that(upon that account)is in the boy = 
els ofevery ſuch perſons ſin, as was ghen admit» 


ted into Covenant with God. And me thinke, _ | 
I my to ve: y good purpoſe write bitter things -| 
againſt favs if 5 mth upon this ground; Ab wretch! ©. 
did Gerd enter the in bus ſchoole, nay, admit thee inte. ' | 


bis family from @ child, did be in much mercy make 
thee « Covenanter with himſelfe, and nhen then 
conldſt xct engage for tby ſclf, did be accept of thy pa« 
1:m1s and ſurties engagement 01 thy behalfe ? bath be 
ever 


j 
| 


of Infant-Baptiſm.. 
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99d | ever fines looked upon thee as a Covenanter, and dealt 
Le= | with thee as a friend? and yet (for all this) thox 
me Þ baſt mo ſooner been able to ſpeak or go, but thou baſt 
«d 1 ſpoken lies againit bim, and gone aftray frombim ; 
,T | yea, ſince thin haſt been capable of naderſtanding thy 
je | way, thou haſt contrary tothe duty of thy natural 
eſt | , Alleageance, enired into @ contrary Covenant, and 
T | confederacy with the Diwill and Death, and thiae 
m | onn {ufts, and maintained a warre wits this God, 
id | with. ebunaanee of yontbfall beat ans aFivity, all 
= | thebload and ſpirits that run through 1by youth fall 
Ir '| veines bave briyled againit bim. O fenner. remems- 
t= | ber wbence thou art falles, and repent, 2ud rezew thy 
O | Covewant with God, before by more rivetted and ap- 
nN *| "gravaied Apoit cies thou provoke bim to caſt thee 
oO | out of bus Covmnant altogether, aud aeale with thee 
= | 6 tbox baſt dealt with him. Now. the Anabap-. 
- { tiſt hath no ſuch confideration to aggravate 
> | ſinnes of youth before affwall faith br Boptiſr,ce- 
- |. inghe ownces no ſuch obligation. ro God cill 
| | perſonall covenanting at a mans converlion or 


t 
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| Baptiſm, or both, at years of diſcretion. | 
And now I ſpeak of converſtox at yeares of di- 
ſcretion, methinkes, the confideration of ones 
Baptiſmall Covenant in Tafancy; ſhould much 
promate ic, when a man confiders the resſonable- 
zeſ3 of it, the mercy vouchſafed in it; (and that: * 
preventinz which conlideration addes much to 
mercy). and a mans owne provoking epſtacies 
it, in. my judgement there is -much to 
- faid from hence to advance aRuall convec- 
ON. | 


3 


_ Kut Sir, I cannot ſee the reaſon of this ag- Aſters 
gravatian of finne, that 2 is an Apoſtacy _ 
a2.O0- 


a Covenant which I am onely engaged in, by 
the interpretation or acceptation of another. In- 
fants do not perſonally covenant with God, how 
then can after-fins, be charged upon them as 
Apſtactes. EN 
Peds. I anſwer you in a word, becauſe the Covenant | 
| then undertaken on their behalf, and ſealed up: 
on their perſons in Baptiſme, is no other then 
what became a duty incumbent upon them, as 
ſoon as they had a being. For being (accords 
ing to our principles which I am co ſuppoſe 
(you know )jn this comparative diſcourſe) God 
1s in Covenant with him as ſoon as he is aliving 
childe in the wembe, and God is Sacramentally 
and ſolemnly engaged to him in Baptiſm asfoon | 
as he js borne; now all Covenants of this na- 
ture do ſuppoſe a duty of reſtipulation or reprow | 
#iſion on our part : That then which by duty, | 
ſuch a child owes to God, is by a kind of graci- | 
cus prolepſis, (leeing he cannot do it in his own | 
perſon_) accepted on his bchalfe, by his parents | 
or ſur-ries, that ſo (for want of ſigning the Co- 
venant on both partsJhe be not cut off from the 
benefits of the Covenant, for ſo long time as he 
thall continue under age ;- and he is afterwards 
'torake this as a'grest addition of mercy, that 
God dealt fo graciouſly with him, and that (in 
right of ſach a preventionall Covenant )he hath | 
| had ſo Tong a ftending in the viſible Charth, as 
a member of that body,nder the ſpeciall eyeand 
care and prayers of thar ſociety 3 which (furely) 
 Isno ſmall mercy. And thus you ſee that that 
ry thing which you except againſt the'former 
diſcourſe doth very much ſtrengthen it. * 


a», 
wo 
- 
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I confelſe upon your grounds is doth ſo, I 

pray therefore proceed (in the next place)to the 
advantage which Infant-Bapcifm brings to the 
promorhs of holy caution and watehtulneſle a- 
gain fin for time to come ; the other pare of 
Repentance. | 


My buſineſſe herein is very much prevented Ped 


by what hath been ſaid upon the former head; 
for undoubredly what promotes' godly ſorrow 
for ſnnes paſt, muſt needs be a-ſpeciall Antidote . 
againſt fin for the future; and yet if you, pſeaſe 
(for evidence fake) we will recolleQ the former 
confiderations, and charge them home once 
more, to do.execution forward; as well is back 
wards, againſt fin for time to come, as well.av for 
cimepuſte Laker cells us a tory of a Virgin 
that was wont. to reſiſt tempcations with this 
anſwer, Baptizate fuem, IT am baptized, (Satan) 
aud being waſbed, ſball T with tbe ſow wallow in the 
mire ageine ? I confefle, this is a prevalent cau- 
tion Nm the generrall conſideration of Baptifm ; 
but T am much miſtaken if it concladenotmore 
forcibly , when  ſfirengchened, with. this peci-!! 
circumſtance of the time of the Adminiſtration 
which we are now handling. Thar, Shall I 
feng cif an aneient fricnd, mine and my fathers 
God? bell I Cn Enſoke my Faber wy BE-<S ? 
i Kings 21.34 4. Forjake my fathers friced. Prov. 
27+ 10. $6411 break ans HI Covenant vck. with 
bim from the cradle ? Bhatt nin ferſukg my maſter 
in whoſe bouſe I was bern,and admitted to the pri vi- 
Legreaf bis Fans as ſoon as I was borne? Shall 1 
now be reconciled to fon, to whiah I was 2 ſworn ene- 


my from my mathers bresſt? God did me the greateſt 
OT ET ITS S  kindne(3 
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"The: praticall uſe 
kindneſſe I was capab'e of in my Infancy, and what 
erong hath he done ».e ſince that time that I ſhould 
nor enter = a motion of unſaitbfuine(s to bim? God 
bath been My Maiter theſe fourſcor: years (laid old 

' Polycarpis ) and be bath all this while done me no 
burtgend fall I fo ſake him now? Surely all the 
arrows in the quiver of Anabaptiſme. will nos 
pierceſo deep intothe heart of a tentation, as 
chis will. n | 

By this time,[ hope, I have performed my un- 
dertaking in .this part alſol concerning Reper- 
face ; and what is ſaid in theſe two graces faith 
and .repextance, 1 fhall IX need eo tell you that 
all other gr «ces of the yu are deeply concer- 
ned In, ſeeing they all fight under their ban: 
ners,cither by way of influence, Sr concomitanee, 
or conſequence ; ſo that I think ir ritedleffe Iabor 
to iuſtence in more, except your diſſatisfaftion 
r<qui:e it; for the fake whereof,1ſhall not chink 
ic loft Tabour to repeat what hath been ſaid over 
and over,hur upon any other account I ſhall noe 
think it neceſſary to enlarges | ; 
Sir, 1 ath,,I conceive, 'able to ſave you the 
labour of what you have to ſay, from what you 
have ſaid; and thier "any very willing togive 
ycuc diſcourſe a difmiſflion from this head of the 
improvement of graces fromthe principles *and 
prattiſe of Infant:Baptiſm; As: F remember ie 
yet rertiaines thar-you, ſay as much in refetence 
to the duties of « new [ife,as you have concerning 
the ; acct : rep . | 6 "oy: oY 
confes, that partof my task is yetbehindgbute 

T hope Tſhal liſpattthat too, whth the more 

caſe, out of the proviſioas I have already laid 
| | in 
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| (as is before declared) and thoſe of Anabap- 


of Infant-Baptiſm. | 
infor itin the former part of onr diſcourſe. In 
a word then, | 
. Dwtier of a new life ar2 eitver 
1. Such, a3 direH/y, primarily, and immed:, 
#rely cerminate in God. | 
'Y2:-or ſuch avs medietely, ſecondarily, and indi- 
rectly reſpeFhim. © 
Of the former ſort are all autics of Religion 
firi&lyfo called, duties of the firſt Toble. 
Ofthe tener ſort are Duties of Relation, datics 
of the ſeeand Table. | 
[ Firſt, ] Concerning Duties of the firſt Toble, 
exerciſes of praRicall godlinefle, and fuch as 
concern the immediate ſervice of God, ſurely it 
was no idk phraſe which the Apoſile Pow uſed, 


, 


when hegives an accountof the manger ofhis 


life before Felix, is thele termer, after the man- 
ner which they call Hereſie, ſo ſerve I ibe | Gad of 
myF athersJAQ.24-14.3% when Iſra'l fings a ſong 


of praiſe to God, the ticle they give God, isthe 


ſame, He is [my F atbers Ged]] and I willexalt bim, 


Exod. 15. 2. which is (to me) an expreſſion of - 


2 inore then ordinary Empboſir, becauſe it is ad- 


ded to ['my God; ] Hee ir | my God) ind 1 willpre- 


pare him an habitation ; Me 3 (moreover) [my Fa- 
(bers Ged,] and will exzlt bim. Surely theſeho- 
ly men thought themlelves obliged to ſerveand 
worſhip- God ( beyond” others) upon the+ac- 
count ef that Hereditery relation to God, which 
the grounds of our infant-Baptiſme hold forth 


gy Born Heathens, 'though DO 
it may be) very providewtially gracious totheir 
F athers; yer when they 7s pay 
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him their Fathers God, but this is a phraſe pecy- 
liar to thoſe that are borz 3 tbe Gbureb, and fo 
an obligation lying upon them beyond others, 
to ſerve him. A ſtrain of like nature is that ex- 
preffion of Davids Pal. 116,16,17, O Lord T am 
becauſe upon a double obligation, .by 


thine band maid, born in thy houſe, and upon 
that account thine by the Law, Exod. 21. 4: 


wherein the children of a ſervant are her maſters. . 


And from this obligation he refolves upon daty, 
Vs I 42S, t9. | Ty: 6 | P | 

- Andthen, as to perſorall rirle to God from 3x. 
fancy, Thope ſuch meditations as theſe hav@now 
and then done me good, andpoſlibly they may 
do you: no lelle, in quickening and excicing to 
Daty. Sox! ! How comes. it 20 paſſe, that thou doeſt 
fo little, ſo flightly, for God, Art thou grown wea- 
ry of thy ol4m :ſte* ? ſarely,. be bath deſerved better at 
tby hand; then that thou ſpru'd:ſt be ſo remiſſein ſer- 
vice, now-thou baſt age, and nnderſtanding to ſerve 
bins, who took thee into bis bouſe and family, and 


. made thee pertaker of the priviledzer, and proviſions 


of it, matty yeares hfore thou couldſt ds any thing 
for-þim; Fram thy infancy to thy. rige age ( if not lan» 
ger ;) be waz.at the charge of keeping thee, #nd bad nev 
ver.a Jot of ſeruice from. thee. Is it no mercy,. that bey 
ſo-gvod_a- maſter, did zot leave thee 30 thine awn 
eboyce,tening aged t5{l thou waft of age ts charſe whom 
thomywonldſt ſ:rye 7 ſurely, if there bt any advantage 
zu big ſervice, (as ghou knomeſt, there is nnre then 
tbou canſt intsgine) hom bappy weſtitbou in ſac « 


ſonall | 


covenant, and yaturell relatios, as being the ſon of | 


1 


maſters. as ſtcured thee fromthe. bazardous ebayce of þ- 


—— 
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| thineown corrupt beartshy laying bis bond: upon thee, 


be fore thou badft diſcretion enough 10 make thy own; 
eleTion for fear tbo ſpouldſt( as thow waſt natural- 
ly tao prone) chooſe 8 miſe Bleſſe the Lord, © my 
foul, and all that is within me bleſſe bis boly name, 
for Infant- Boptz  ſote, if «p07 20 other accounts yet ap» 
cn this, that God engaged thee to 1the@profeſſion ofbis 
ame therein,before thox didſt arrive at thoſe years of 
diſcretion, wherein (poſſibly ) badſi thi been thee at 
thy liberty, thou mightſt bave been a diſcreet Atheiſt, 
aud baving ence found th: finfull ſwects of liberty, 
mighteft have thought it wiſdome to have continued 
it,and bave liv:d ftill without God in the world. And 
ſerve this God willingly, who (to thy advantage ) 
made thre then bis ſervam, without thy will,that thou 
mighteſt ( when thau cameſt to nnderſiand that ad- 
vantage) ſerve bim with the moore entirexeſſe of will, 
for ſodealing with thee. And that thou mayeſt be the 
more wrought upon by the conſideration of this pres 
veming mercy, theſe times ſbew thee, in abundance of 
ſad ex mp'es, bow evill a thing it it , to be! left 0 
chooſe.2 mens way by bis own diſcretion ; ſeeing thou 
daily ſaft, thoſe whom Satan bath ſo far prevailed 
withall, as to vemmnce the obligation they hadts God 
in mart 4 and thereupon to conceit tbem- 


ſelves intbe liberty of their oren choice,runing through 
all form} ( as they call 1bem) that 1s, gll wayes that 


pretend ts any thing of Religion till at loft they end 


—_——— right Atbeiſme, and profeſſe themſelves to 


þ: nothing at al.Secing therefore it is better with thee, 

(which in « great part thou oweſt totby Inſanr-ex- 

gagement #0 God) let it mor ſeem grievous tothe to 

xrfores thy uty to this God, thy God, thy. F ather, 

and the guide of thy youth, Jer:3.5. I pray 0 
087 
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bour ery the operatis of ſach meditations, upon 


your foul now, and then, and I am verily per- 
ſwaded, you will love your Infanc-Baptiſme the 
better for ic, the longeſt day youlive. a 

[ will, Sr, Iafſure you whenT comehome, 
upon your recommendation.. In the mean time, 
I pray you {tw me how Infaat-Baptiſine en- 
forceth upon a man the duties he owes to.othery, 
and to God by chem : che duties of the ſecond 
Table. | | 

[Secondly,] All others Rand in relation to us 


clther, ; 
Ozconomiealy, or, | 

k Politically and foeicher 
= a Chmrch-accont as fellow- 


Chriſtians; | 
orupon a civil eccomnt, as 
fellow-men and women, 
: or fellow-ſubjeds. 

[ Firft,] As to Oecomoriesl! or family-relati_ 
on. Infani-Baptifme being founded upon fe- 
mily-reletios, as it is, being grounded upon a 
Covenant derived from the bead of s F emily (bes 
ing a believer) unto all in the family (as in the 
right of 4breham to all his) ſurely, mult ne:ds 
be a firmer obligation to fowmeily-dwtics in thoſe 
mutaall relations, And no. queſtion, Abrsbam 
being honoured by God fo far as to be. made the 
root from when ce theſap of ſuch an honour, and 
priviledge,was to be derived unto his family,did 
draw no ſmall incitement and encouragement 
from-thence co prop , and 


| te the knowledge 
fear of God co them, to commund bis children, and 
bis honſbold after bim to keep the way of the pg 

en. 


"T.. p , : v 4 r- 4 _ 
- ETAL SET . TY ” y way 2 5 ' > +45, ay LPS -Y rg, «+ _ tos, on "> 
2 , Ss, Fu + x 1 ng &2 : 4 - woo ; ee = oe. £ be 5 
» _— - Opn re cons dS.” -* 
Y . » . V9 II 
-. 4 p ; k 
E - I LR 
# A ( 1 j "4 
' > Lo o LS - 
bl » x4 
I. þ 
2 


Gen.1$ 19. That ſo he mighe make ſome anſiwe- 
| rable return to God, by procuring thar' ſervice 
p from them to God, which fuch an extraordina- 
ry priviledge called for. And every bead of a F a= 
mily being Tby our penn) en Abraham to 
{| his Family, no doubt bur ſuck axmakeconſci- - 
| ence of walking in the feps of 1heir Father Abre- 
ba make the ſame uſe of that favor which 
he did. | 
But (more particularly, as to the relation be 
tween Parents and Children, in which relation 
(principally ) thispriviledge is derived) there is 
a mutual conſcience of duty, cably deduced 
from the Principles arft! pratice of Infant-bap- 
tiſme, which-che contrary principles and praQtis 
| fexdonotafford. 
I. Front Parents to Children. Parents hence fee 
ground. 
[1] To make conſcience.of meking their Children 
oflro | 
(1) Pirtly, By an external Covenant; not de- 
| nying them that priviledge which is intheic 
power to conveigh 'to thetn : nor cutting ' off 
that enteil which they themſelves, with ſomuck 
| advantage {above others who are'born Hea- 
thens) received from their Anceftorse.-It is no 
wonder; if they that know-not the valne and uſc 
| of their own Infant-Baptiſme, and' what a mer. 
Q cy themſelver received in it, do make no conſci- X 
ence, nor ſcruple, to cut off their poſterity from 
it. He that knowes, or believes an Eftate nor 
worth the* enjoying, will not care whether che 
entail to his poſtcricy be firm or no. Burhechar 
knowes it to be of confiderable value, will (* __ 
6 O 
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of natural affeQion,) not cat 3: off; nay, rather» 
if it be weak, he will corroborate it as much as 
he can. And thus it is with a godly man of Pz- 
dobaptiſts principles. He chinks wich himſelf, 
what a mercy it was to him tobe aCovenanter 
with God, by Baptiſine in Infancy, and ſurely, 
ſaich he, I will not be ſuch a Monſter in the pe- 
digtte of my poſterity, that any one ſhall have 
cauſe to ſay hereafter, i ſuch an one was broken off 
th: line of Gouvmant : relation to God in ſuch a Fa- 
wily ;' ſuch an one entita/ed all biz poſterity to bea- 
tbeniſme, and did bis utm'ft endeavony to deſtroy the 
ſaceeſſion of the viſible Church in bis poſte» 
rity. 4 

(2.) And partly, by #n internal aud ſ:ving 

Covenant, ſuch an one5as hath in thep:eſence of 
God and his Church, preſented his Children to 
God, and chalenged the ratification of Geds Co- 
venant to his poſtericy, by baptiſme; will chink 
himſelf obliged co make them Gods, as indeed 
he is hereby_) upon a firmer tie then otherwilſe 
he would be. | 

. Whether out of thank fidnefſe to God. Hatb 
God woucbſafed me (will fuch a Parent fay ) the 
privileage of conveighing this bonour to my poſterity, 
and made them partakers of a Chburch-relation to 
binsſelf by my muans,ond ſhall I not ſo educate them, 
a1 they may bereafier walk anſwerably to ſuch « mer- 
cy, that they may not make God aſbemed to call them 
Children beresfier g who is not aſbamedto be called 
their F atber now ? beds | 

Or out of conſcience of his folemn promiſe 

ia the face of the Congregation, having made a 
deed of gift, and ſealed it in oper Conre (as T fray 
ay) 


WH... - % . 


; 
R_” — 
* 
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of  Infant- Baptiſm. 63 1 
ſay) whereby he hath ſolemnly made over his I: 
Children, even from the Cradle, and dedicated 
! them toGod. Lord (faith he) 1by wowes are ny- 
> ft on meg thy vomerareupon me; 1 will pay my vowes 
" | antothee (which 1 have made) in the vreſence of all 
| f thy people. Thou and thy Church bave admitted my P 4.116. 
Child, as # viſible member of the body of Ebriſt,opon *4*6: 
my claim aud undertaking. And ſball T'fulfifie my 
; truſt unto God > Th Church, and deeive their 
| expeQations? foalll by my negligence in my Duty; 
of eapcehiſſlg inſtruBting, corre@ing, cxmpley 
walking, do my endeavour to make my own deed of no 
 effeti. What a cheat, what « fraudulint conveyance 
would that be ? And the more ahominable, becauſe 
| of the parties concernedinit, God andhi; Church- 
| who of &Hl others in the world) ſbould not be thus 
| mocked. Tneed not tell you, that ſuch conſidera- 
| tions as theſe, ifduly'fet home by a ſerious con- 
| ce, may make even an «ngedly Profeſſor, con- 
| fcientjous, in his duty towards his lictle onev, 
| which no other cords could eyer bitide him 
© unto. t 
Now compare this,with the contrary pringiphs 
and prafiice, Tad you will eafily ſee, thatthe A- 
won is no way ſo much engaged, hi? 
grounds and way, to take care of his Children, 
bac only by the commen tie of natural affeRion, 
and the general obligation of theComtnandemens 
Y of God; which (although very ftrongborids in 
them(clyes, yet) becauſe of the ſluggithnefſe;and 
backwardnefſe, and untowardnefſe” of mers 
beſt) riced ſome tivroparticts : : 


hearcs (even thek 
lar, and fpecial adt 
ments to fortifte 


Col. 2.11 Þ* 
bin 


The pradicel! uſe 
though the common ducy ot Chriftianigy , be 
in it ſelf, (ufficien-ly ostiging, yet) Saints in all 
ages have laid vowes upon themieves; and the 
more ſolenen and prublich, thole vowes have been, 
the more have they accounted them obliging; 
(as the caſe 6j David betore named, P/z/. i 16. 
r4.) and alſo engaged themſelves to the ccnii- 
deration-of the many perſonal obligements as 
God hath laid upon chem, as an additions! 
quickening thereunto. 


(2.) And (as Infant-Baptiſme engageth the '! 


P arents of Infents ſo baptized, to meke them Godt, 
fo) inthe nexcplace, ir affords them a Ja:ge 
ground of faith to pray for them, that they niay be 
fo; and to believe ( except they declare the con» 
tary afterwards) that they are ſp. 

Think therefore, how may. a godly Parent 
pleadche Covenant on the behalf of his Child 
;n ſpiritxels, even when a liccle one, eſpecially 
when his title hath been allowed by God him- 
Gif ( in the perfons of his Miniſter arid Church) 
at his Baptiſme. Now (Lord) 1. will be bold to 
ſpeck @ word or two in thine ears, on the bebalf - of 
oy Gbild, ſeeing thou baſt 1103 bees aſhamed to own 
bim and me, in the face of thy Cburch ; Thou baft 
marked my Childs for « Lambe of thine own fold ; 
Lord wilt thi give empty fignt ? art tho not bound 
to make goed the writings. 


p , ieb thou fealeft totby 
people, if they plead them ? Lord, my Child is of « 
wolviſh natare, wilt not thou who baſt put thy ſheep- 
mr wpou bim, make bim a ſheep. Lord, thou beſt 


ropmr on Chriſt ſavingh : belp bim to put 0 
the body of the fans of the fb, 7 be bold 
og; 


iſt en hiws ſacramemlly, Gal: 3. 27. Help | 


of Infant<Baptiſ. © 2 "M 


Cbrif, end to riſe with bim, Rom: 9. 1,2,3. And 
I chink, in relation to temporsUs, a godly Father 
may take the ſame advantage of this ſealed Co- 
| venanit, to plead on the behali of his Child. 
Lorg, IT bav: linle er noabing t leave to my Child, 
(may a poor Sainc ſay) yet ir tbat, thou baft ta> 
ken bims into thy Family, I count bim well provided 
fore. God and the (ovenant of grace are an ample | 
portion. Surely, ( to' my Judgement) there is 
. more to this purp2ſc in that prayer of Abrabam 
for 1ſbmael, then we uſually cake norice of. O 
that Iſbmael (fai.h he)might live in toy ſegbi,Gen, 
17.18. God had in that very chaprer,told Abra- 
bam, that he would ef#:bliſh bis Covenant with 
him and bis ſeed, v.7. and by way of addition had 
promiſed him ſeed of 82rah. v. 15.16: Abraham 
admiting the goodnefſe of Gad in the promile 
of Tſaac, (which to him, being 100years old 
and to his wif: Szrab, being 90- appeared an 
extraordinary mercy ) and- apprehending that 
Iſaach end his poſterity were to be the inhericors 
of that Covenant, to the exclution of Iſbmee!; 
(as a tender Father) improves. the general En- 
-qynontny of the Covenant to plead for himal- 
0. Q. D. Lord, thou haft made a (ovenant with 
me and my ſeed, which Covenant, though it ſeem to 
be limieed to my ſeed in [faac, yet (Lord) Iſhmiel 
#5 of my ſeed 100, and fo within the Covenant , and 
apors that account, under 8 capacity: of circumeciſien. 
_ Olanotbimbediſinberited altogethes, by the ſubſti- 
.. tution 'of Tfaac in bis ſleed. Is not Covenants 
ebet Tſhmael might live in thy faveny 160: And 
| Godanſwershim, even 4 Iſbmaect, as 
T PE . | - o 


@ 


—— 


Aﬀter. 


Padre 


Aſter. 


The praGicall uſe | 


to the temporal] mercies of the Covenant. v. 20. 
though his Covenant as co the Church-part,the 
ſpiritual part were eſtabliſbed with Iſeac. 


Yea, bur Sir, (:o my minde) Abrabam ſeems | 
to put up that prayer for Iſmael, upon an wnbe* 
lieviag account ;: defiring, that (ſeeing it was ſo 
unlikely a thing that he ſhould bave ſeed by Sa: 
rub) the Covenant might be performed to Ifþ- 
mel, who was already in being : And it is as if 
he ſaid, Lord, I am out of hopes of an Iſaac, where- 
fore if tþ:uwils be @ God in Covenant to me and my 
ſeed, let Ihmael be that feed. 84> 

Suppoſe this, yet it makes (neverthelefſe) to 
my purpoſe, which is to ſhew, bow Godly Parents 
may improve the Covenant, on tbe bibalj of their 
ſeed But I conceive rather the former fue to be 

moſt proper to the place ; becauſe the Apofile 
acquics Abrebaw from any touch of wzbelief, in 
the promiſe concerning Iſasc, Rom. 4. 19. Nay, 
he ſets him out as an admirable pattern of 
faith in that very particular, by ſhewing, what 
Abresbam might have pleaded for unbelief from 
the decrepitntſs of bis own bedy,, and the deadneſſe 
of Sarahs wombe ; which yer (faith he) be con- 
ſidered not, nor ſtag gered through unbelief, but gave 
glory 20 Gad. 

Be it as you ſay. But do not the Anabopriffts 
principles yield them this plea on the behalf of 
their Children alſo? : = 

No; for they deny any ſuch Covenant be- 
eween God and their ſeed, | till .rhey come to 
plead it themſelyes at years of diſcretion. For if 
they granted this Covenant, and that fo viſible 
(as.to the perſons whom it concerus ) that %s 

; mig 
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OO Of Infant Baptiſm. | 
tmiglit be pleaded for them, they could not deny 


_ them Baptiſine 3 for being viſibly in Covenant 


wich God, who can juſtly deny chem the Seale 


of tharCovenant: To this (as I remember) 1 


have ſpoken at large before, ard therefore refer 
you thirher for fuller ſatisfaRion.. And (from 
my experience)carry thigalong with you:Thas 
T know divers iti the Land, wb ( ta this day) as- 


knowledge their Engagements to their godly ; Anceſ- 


tors, for pleading the Goverrant oz their Behalf, when | 
thry were not able t9 plead it far tbemſelves. 


Buc I pray Sir, what mcant you a while ſitice, Aſter. 


when you. told me ghar gadly Paxenty, from the 
baptiſme of theis Childcen in infagcy ,- have 2 
Large grownd #0 belitvs, thes thoſe Ehildren err Goat 
Clildhes, till they declare the contrary ? 


cars, in which by a wicked -2nd'ungodly con- 
ae ve nh they declare "that they were never 
Gods otherwiſe chen by an external Covenanc, 
as Iſbmeel did) concerning them my (not onely 
opinion but) ſtrong per{walion and. affuranceis, 


that their Parents arebound to draw a comfor- 


- todo. Conc 


table Argument from their baptiſme co:their 
fGlvation,. andchatthey: have. good; ground! {> 
erning which I have diſcourſed/ac 
large already. Onely, I ſhall delire- you atipres 
ſent. (ſuppoſing that. the Lord is-imCovenant, 
and that Covenant ſealed. in Baptifane, with he 
Infant-ſeed of believers, to anſwer.nie:, | did 6dd 
ever breok Covenant with any, wha did nt break 


No ſurely, Gads —_— is A" After: 
| " : 


As. 
*. 
Fs 


I underftandit , concerning their Childret, P xds: 
' whodie in infancy (before they arrive at ſuch | 
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| The pradiall uſe 


thoſe who being in external Covenant wich 
God, do riot annul it by their own wickedneſs, 
_ finde ie fulfilled co all intents and purpo- 
cs, : : {8 
And can Infants in Infant-age commit any 
ſuch wickednefle, as may annul it? ( for as for 


' original fin, God took them into a Covenant 
under che pollation of that with a now-obſti- 


avute. ) 
# No ſurely. 


Then (by your own grant) I have my con- 
cluſion. To wic, that there is ſnfficient gronnd,aud 
therefore it is 8 duty to believe their ſalvation, dying 
in Covenant with God in Infant years. | 

But have not the Anabaptifis as pood ground 


to belicye the ſalvation of their Infants when - 
they die in infancy, though unbaptized,and un- 


der no ſuch Covenant? 

No ſurely. No more then they may have con- 
cerning a Turk, or an unconverted Indiens 
Child. For that which gives any viſible hopes 


of ſalvation toany man concerning another, is 
his viſible tanding in the Covenant of God. For . 


 tobean Alien to the Covenants of promiſe, is 
£0: be without hope. Eph. 2412. ſo that I 
ſekeChik breach of charity) ſay concerning all 


They are taken into the hand: of Ged,who indeed may 


(for any thing I know ) ſave tbem by prexoga- 
= Ke an feb mane depth 54 mercy 3 


'-bat.be hath afforded me no ground, ſo much” as' to 
bepesthat any of them are ſaved, beeauſe-the Sta= 


tute Law of the Kingdom , doth not extend 
ſalvation beyond thi Covenant. Now an Ana» 
iv; baptiſt 


the Children of Heathens, dying in infancy, 
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baptiſts faith concerningithe Infarits of believ- 
ing Parents, even his own, pats theth into the 
fame zrrelative condition (as to God, and the 
Covenant) with the Children of Infidels, and 
(by conſequence) under the ſame hopeleſneſfe 
of ſalvation. Now let tender Parents conlider, 
who undoubtedly would think it a fad thing to 
bring forth Children to the deſtroyer, what ſad 
principles the contrary principles are, by and 
according to which, they muſt kiſſe their be- 
loved babes, when they are a dying with chat 
ſad farewel, which the dying Heathen gave his 


_ departing ſoul. 


 Aninula, vagula, blandulz, &c. 

Alas, my poor pretty babe, what place ert thou 
now going to? Heaven, IT have no grounded hope 
thou wilt be admitted into, extept by an unuſual fa + 
vour of God, which was yet never heard to have 
been extended to any : and hell, 1 tremble to think 
it ſhould be filled ever the arp from my bowels. O 
happy, happy are the wombs that bear not, and. the 
breaſts that never gave ſuck : How much better were 
it never to have Children , then have them a few 
minutes, and then part with them' for ever upon 

ſach uncertainties | This is all the bope thy diſcor;» 
folate Mother hath, in the loſſe of that earthly com-« 
fort which fhe expetied from thee, that thy early 
death addeth thoſe dayes to thee in heaven, which 
it denyeththee on earth; and that T part with thes 
now, to meet thee again hereafter in Abrahams bo- 
ſome. "But ' alas, this Dotirine tells me, that thoſe 
hoves are all of them Caſtles in the ayr, building, 


without a foundation, and thou and thofe muſt te 


buried 41 the ſame grave. $9 
| —_— Truly 


P eds. 
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Truly Sir, this is od Do@rine, and I think 
ne LO my Wife from her good ih- 
clinations to that way, it ſhe once underftand, 


that ic hazards the ſhutting all her Childcen dy- 


ing in infancy out of heaven. 

No wonder, it women when they under- 
ſtand it, be juftly ſenfible of the ſadnefle of it ; 
for ſurely their ſhare in the qualms, and pains, 
and throwes, of breeding and bearing Children 
renders them more affe@ionate then Fathers can 
be. Wherefore I wonder, that ſa many of that 

ſex ſhould be daily ſeduced ro that Doftine. 
Buc Iam reconciled tothem upon this account, 
that I believe they do nat ſee the confequences of 


that Do: ins, which they profefſe ; and fo do. ; 


maintain thoſe hopes ſtill, though they deftroy 
the grounds of them; and (fucably to the Lo- 
gick of the weaker ſex, ) hold the concluſion, 
though they deny the premiles. 

I affure you Sir, I wHl endeayonar to make m 
wife underſtand it,and do indeed heartily than 
you for it. For Iaſſure you, (though 1 have 
had perfonal conferences with others of that 
way, yet) moſt of the prejudices which ] have 


had againſt thr Po&rine which you profeſſe, I 
have received from her; being loath tointrench ' 


npon her canfcience, in baptizing our Children 
without her conſent, I diſputed it wich her as 
well as | could, upon whatgronnds I had taken 


'upfromordinary diſcourſe; but I . was.not fo . 


well fludied.in the point,-nor fo well inſtrufed 


a8 ſhe was, andherefore thought fit to let her 


have her way, and .complyed with her.in ſome 
meaſure. But now, I hope, by Gods bleſling, 
© TELS and 
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- and che help of your _ co renew the de. 
bate, and poſſibly God may give us both under- 
ſtanding, in a bufinefſe of ſuch a praftical infly- 
ence, to go hand in hand, in the right 
Way. | RENTS 
\ Ipray God you may 3 and [ believe the more 

ou think on theſe things, the more you will FO 
inclined to a good eſteem of your old princi= - 

ples, and the ufe of them, which you now un- Ry 
derſtand better-chen you did before. And I ſhall 
diſmiſſe you ro the praQtice of your good in- 
 tendments, when I have furniſhed you with two 

or three conſiderations more, which F remem- 

ber, remain to be: diſpatched according to the 
method propoſed. To wit, concerning the en- 
gagement which our principles lay upon Chil- 

dren to Parents. I pray you Sir, let me not 
depart from you uninformed in any particular 
which you think neceſſary to inftruQ me- 


In. | 
You catechize your children, do you not? Aﬀer. 
T did a while i Sir, till I began to think it Ped. 


was to no purpoſe to baptize them, and then T 
lauded alſo, it was of as little uſe to cate- 

hize chemgtill they came to years of diſcretion; 
zeing I concluded thac their ignorance , and in 
capacity tounderſtand what they did, rendered 
them alike unfit for the one as for the other. Be» 
fides,. 1 looked npon both as Rings whicn. at 
* the preſent I be either profaned by their 
ignorance,-or breed them up in a meer form of 

- T thought. principles of Anabaptiſme might Peds. 


ealily be improved to ſuch a nez\& of chil- 
F 4 drens 
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drens education 3 and now I finde it too true in 
you B at friend, I pray you conſider that good 
Chriſtians in all apes,: have laboured to ſeaſon 
the heads of their Jictle ones with principles of 
Religion, even as Eunice and Lois raught Timo» 
thy the Scriptures from a ſucking Child ( as the 
word iignines, 2 Tims. 145 .3.15. And that *cis 
Gods c »mmand, thar you ſhould train #p 8 little 


InfantChild (by degrees as it is capable) in the 


way wherein it ſhould go. Nor ſhall-you be herein 


mo:e guilty of prophanation and nouriſhing . 


formalicy then Timothies Mother, and Grand- 
mother were, who are comtnended for that 
praQile in Scriptare. But when you did cate- 
chize them, did you noe teach them to bonowr 
ezd obey their Parents in the Lord ? 

Yes, I did, out of the fif:b Commendement,and 
Epb.6.2. | | 
You did wel;but did you never take any ground 
from Infst-B:pciſme, to preſſe it upon them ? 

No, norcan [eaſily fee how that could any 
way conduce thereunto, Do you conceive It 

orh ? $305 | 


Yes, anJthat abundantly; For, if the reaſon 


which is concluded in eyery duty, do render it 
the more dqe; then ſurely, the ſtrazger the rea- 
ſon of any duty is, the more it is enforced there- 
by. Now, the duty of honcxr, that is, filial reve- 
rence and obedience, which the fifth Comman: 
d:ment requirech,” is founded upon the. reaſon 
of thit natural relatjonfwhich we have to Pa- 
rents, as the Authours of our natural being,edu- 
cation, and Ii: elihoods. And this is that which 
(as it is a duty-of thankfulnefſe) the Law . of 
- | God 
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God requires; (For as for that cheys ot natursl 
affetiow > which is implanted in nature, chag 
cannot properly be the ſabjeft of a Law, but is 
implanted by a kindof inſtinG, like that which 
is y other 7 04. Ita _ their ve- 

cings , trom the fire or dew to their young 
pong Now, ifthe Relation that Children have 
to D_ > —_— _— _ frotn we 
deſcend upon poſterity, be capable of degrees (as 
indeed they are, there being : vaſt difference (in 
this reſpeR.) between being born a Prince anda 
beggar) then ſurely, _ the reaſon of com- 
manded duty to Parents, depends upon the ad- 


 vantages which accrew | by that relation; the 


greater thoſe adyantages are, the ftronger is the 


© obligation to duty, which depends them.” 
3 Whence it follows inevitably,chat by how much. 

ſpiritual priviledges excced all netwreol privi- 

ledges, by ſo much doth the obligation of: 


thankfulnefle and duty arifing therefrom, more: 
ſtrongly, emerge from the relation which: we 
bear to thoſe, from whom they are derived to. 
u*. Wherefore (to conclade this point) it ſeems 


| alſo undeniably to follow, that thoſe. Parents, 


to whom we-owe 2 derivation. of Chriſtianity, 
and a viſible reletion to God, -'( if as leaſt) we: 
judge theſe to be any priviledges) are, ina more 
eminent manner, entituled unto the dwy;which 
they require fromtheir Ehildren,cthen otherwiſe 
they could be. And indeed'not only Reeſony 
but Seriptmrealſo affords ſufficient contirmation” 

to this truth. For if the obedience of Children: . 


: to Parents be by the Apoſiles Rule to be paid, 


* 


is weld, in the Lord, Epb, 6.1. chat io, for > 


Aﬀer. 


Pads. 


Lords ſoke, then (beyond all queſtion) ic is moſi 


dae to thoſe Parents, from whom that relation 4 


to the Lord, upon which obedience js founded, 
is derived co them. And (if Ibenot groſly 
miſtaken) our principles (and not thoſe of the 
Anazbaptiſt; ) are the rot whence this conſide- 
ration alſo ſprings. G 
Traly $8ir,] thank you for this addicional in- 
formation, which I hope, ſhall make a comfor- 
cable improvement of, and 1do intend, by Gods 
help, not to deny my ſelf che advantage of lay- 
ing ſuch an obligation upon my Child an 
Jonger. The Lord ſet home this wholſome leſ- 
forr upon my Children , and others, who [ 
doubt, de not conſider of itas they ſhould.Onee- 
Iy becauſe che contrary praQtife of baptizing 
grown p_ ſeems to promote the duties of 
and communioz with sthers, ' | pray you 
(foracloſe) that you will afford me. ſome 


help in chis parcicular alſo. For | finde that in 


the primitive'times Church-memberſhip was a 
mateer"- of cþoyee, nor derived by paternal right, 


 dcliercftoring of chis is urged by ſome, as the 


onely way to reform Churches from the cor» 
ruptions-which ſeem inevitably to follow upon 
the baptizing of Infants ; by means whereof ſo. 
many ignorant and prophane perſons go under 
the name of Chriftians, and make an unavoida» 
bly corrupt Church among ns;as we have found 
by many years experience,ſhew me the uſe of In- 
fan6baptiſme to Church-Relations, - ns well as 
F amily Relations. Fe non 

I ſhall moſt willingly ſatisfic your deſires in 


this * 


WY 
 - 
F4 


" 
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_ \ 
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? 


_ thar there were no Children in al 
holds, incapable of making profeſſion of their 


- that 


alſo. Wherefore 1 muſt defire you 


. 3. Thatcin the primitive times, Tnfni were 
20t baptized into Church-fellowfhip, is hard to 
derermine from Scripture : nay it ſeems more 
probable to the contrary , ſeeing the Apoſtles 
baptized whole houſcholds gr ere and 


thoſe houſe- 


faich, ſeems. very improbable. I am ſure che 
perſons then admitted at years of diſcretion, 


' were encouraged to baptiſme, uppn the conſide» 


ration of an hereditary Covenant to their 
poſterity. ( which eftabliſhech the | of In- 
fant-baptiſme_) what elſe means Roofs Pe- 
ter, AA, 2. 3g. to tell the Jews and Profelices, 
that the Covenant belonged, not only to them,but 
alſo to their Children ? 

2. But (to let that paſſe) I perſwade my ſelfe, 
eadmiſlion of members to baptiſmezupon 
perſonalprofellion,, is 'a courſe more direQly 
tending to the corruption of the Church, by 
unworthy members, then the contrary pra 
of admitting them 3n infancy. Upen a double 
reaſon.  .. | 

ho —_ —— (while =eLone 
the pureſt part of monkinde, being untainted 
thoſe ha rogh of a&aal-ſin, of which riper 
years afford a mofe unhappy fertility in every 
{ociety under heayen. 

_- per fuch) is 
c of bypocrifie, & ( which frequently adheres 
—_— ſpirics of very many of Thoſe of riper 
years, they being capable of being tempted to 


tak 
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 rakeup ſpiritual relations upon worldly advan- 


tages. As is before ſaid. 

" Yea, but afterwards Sir, they grow up, and 
though they have no Title to Religion, but Tra- 
dition and B2ptiſme, and no more of it but a bare 
empty form, yea, though in their lives they con- 
tradiQ that very profeſſion into which they 
were admitted in infancy, and make afterwards; 
yet they challenge and enjoy communion with 
the Church in your way, becauſe they are bap- 
eized perſons. | 2, 

x. 1 anſwer, that though to he baptized (by 
our principles) give a right to all Ordinances of 
Communion, Fires alſo wethink we wallc 
bythe rule of che Scriptures, in which we no 
where read of any baptized perſon, except up- © 
on fome-juſt offence' given, debarred from 
Church-Communion) yet we do not hold that 
it ſo gives a ri; bt to that Ghurch*communion in 
other Ordinances, © bat' that any perſon giving ' 
occefion' of juſt ſcandall, may be ( and by our 
conſtant praRiſe is) excluded from chem, cill {a- 
tisfattion given» a. ip 

2. Andif formerly, and of late (in divers 
places which reformation hath not yer reached) 
there be ihftances to be given of ſuch anwortby 
admiſſions 3 yet, it is to be conſidered, that In- 
fant*baptiſme is no way chargeable with them. 
Seeing that it Charch-Officefs be' alike cares 
lefſe in the Lnab gptiffical way,” (and they are fo 
in divers-places of this Nation) as fome of our 
way, who give occaſion 'tg this ſcandal, are; 
baptiſme ac riper yeare, may open thedoors 'of 


the Charch to perſons every way as obnoxious, 
| as 


© Rf ; 
; YR; EE "-- 57 
| Sv! 
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oft 


© I remember yourpromiſe, and 1 
performance of it at the ſame rate of fatisfaQion 
\ which (I blefſe God)your former difcogrſe hath 
- given me In abundance. 1 ſhall endeayoar_ noe 
| eo fail your expeQat ON, Phan: 


OE: 3 96t.. 4 IBe 
"" 0 


as any of our Members baptized in Infancy can 


' be ſuppoſed tobe. : 
| Th 


e rrue caſe therefore of thoſe corrupti- 


- ons in the Charches of our way, is, that there is 


no effe&ual courſe taken'to catecbize thoſe Chil- 
dren who are baptized , (whence proceed*our 
ignorant members) nor power of Diſcipline and 


"Government in our hands{for the mott part)to 
cenſure, and caft out thoſe that are looſe and 


prophane; whence proceeds the abundance of 
our ſcandalows Members. And let (as I have ſaid) 
the pane re-baptized congregations be deprived 

ole two means to continue them ſo; they 
will quickly grow (for ll your baptiſm ac 
years of diſcretion) as corrupt ſocietice-as the 
worſt of ours now are. And ſome: of them in 
divers places are fo already. 

And now (becauſe you have given me occaſi- 
on to take the praQice of Infant-Baptiſme, as ic 
relates to Church communion, into confiderati- 
on) I ſhall in the laft place ſhew you ſome hints, 
whick may be taken from thence to advance 
the praiſe of bolineſſe in a politieall Relation, 
which | before promiſed when I entered upon 


theuſe of ie to Family.Relarions, which 1 ſhall 


only handle in Relation to tbe Chwcb, to which 
bapeiſme only looks.. wk 


Firkt therefore, the practiſe of lsFant 


yields a ſanQified heart plentiful matter ”—of 


proſe 


expeft rhe Aﬀer. 


Pods: 


"—_ - 


= 


of heatheniſme and barbariſme, - and' enlarged 


Gant 


The pradicall uſe 1 
Prayſe to God for the enlargement of the bound; of {| 
tbe Church thereby, and the blelſed continzazce of KM. 
25 ſuceeſim, from one- Generation-to ano- = 
cacr, 

x. As for the former of theſe : the enlarge-' 
ment of the bound; of the Chureb viſeble, how much 
it conduceth thereunto to ſeal Infant-members 
by bapriſme , may be ealily perceived, if we 
compare che ſpreading of this leaven over whole 
Nations this way, with the þw and wcertain 
progrefſe of it under the other, and adverſe way 
of Anabaptiſme; for where there is one man 
that takes up Chriſtianity (as far as tothe Pro- 'Þ: 
feſfion of it) upon terms of cheyce, we fee an -F' 
hundred engaged therein, by this way of qbli- FF. 
ging tbew in Infancy. Nay, and in relation co F' 
that very cbayce, we finde by experience, that 
many perſons at years of diſcretion, are much 
ſwayed thereaunto, by their receiving the badge 
of itin Infancy. For, the farther illuſtration - 
hereof, ſuppoſe an experiment to be made a- K} 
mong the native Indians in Americe. Let the . 
progreſs of Religion among them be cqufined "| 
only $0 the converſion and profeſſion of grown Þ | 
men and women, in oxe port of that wildernelie, 


the difference Fi 


Natons as .ic WP 
is, Bi 
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; ” of Infant-Boptiſes " 2 * 2 

- Wt is, Ma1.23.29. ſurely, (to me) it implies the ; 
> # raQiſe of Infant-Baptiſme as the only way 

 E likely to effeQ it. 

But, I pray Sir, what matter of praiſe to God After. 
for enlargement of the Church, can be juftly ga- 
thered from the additions of ſuch numbers 
thereunto, the handreth part wherygh. are more 
Chriftians by chance then by.ehoyee, . No Princs 
would think his Dominions much en! ged, by 
the acceſſion of millions of ſuch henlys 

Yes very much. For itis no ſmall matter, Pede. 

that an univerſal face of Religion is preſerved in 
' aNationy though upon the Termes you ſpeak 
_ of. For - ae; 4 are (at leaſt) profeſſed Chri+ 
© ftians, under what art rs / > wg there is 
lefle viſible oppoſition againſt- Chriſt. and his 
wayes, then where the farre major part are. pro- 
fefſed Heathens, or Turks or Jews,or men of na - 
Religion. 

And the corruption of Religion would 
 (infuch an univerſal ſubmiſſion to the profeſſi« 
;. on thereof.) leſſe be promoted, then in the con= 

finement ot ic to ſome few perſons rigs a ge- 
- Neralicy of men otherwile en engaged. As a 
 - In thole parts of the Argo where Chi 
#  - live mixed with che far greater numbers — an, 
adverſe Religion, as in wrkey , where ic bath 
s | { ſuffered. 4 Tos corruptions in many main 


$ + 


. gol thereo h thoſe mixtures. And as 
corhe ſte oy be ng of a Prince. and hu ago 
Jetty res I doubt nog bur if the Fas, 


F & 
| hi an | he biyurHigpape rk whe Nevis unde 
D of England bach Gy weanrf lafis-Bap Baptiins 
|_ i 


8 
ſwornto Chriſt, he would think himſelf more - 
maſter of ic, then to-relinquifh it upon eafie | 


The praficaluſe 


' termes, whick may fatisfie as co that poinr. 


Aſter, What farther ſay you co the continwance of Ree 


Pedo, 


they are very inconſderate ih their principles 


Egion, through the ſucceſſion of divers Genera- 


tions ? ELD 
I fay as much, thatwemay and are bound all 


to be thankfulto God for deriving our Religi- 


On to this preſent Generation ( and ſo may, except 
the adverſaries principles and praQtiſe hinder it, 
ſucceeding Generations) by the means of Infant» 
Baptiſme. For ſurely (in all probabilicy)had 
our fore-fatbers left our inmediate Parents, un- 
zed in Infancy, and relinquiſhed them to 
chooſe their Religion till ripe years, it cannor 
be imagined, but that many thouſands of them 
would not have derived to their poſterity of this 
ape fo much as the Profeſſion of it: and if or 
zmmidiate Anceſtors had dealt in the ſame man- 
ner with us, how many thouſands of us would 
at this day have been without any Religion at 


ws 
LY 
i 


all, ſo much as in profeſſion and vitlibilicy? And : | | 


to go downward to two or three ſuceeeding. 
Generations, upon the ſame principles;and how 
many ſoever may be ſuppoſed in our preſent age 
co be Chriſtians, yet by that time the number of 
Chriftiane in this Nation would be like a ledge 


in a Garden of Comcumbers, or like s few Grager on _ 


the top of « Vine; after the Devil and Heacheniſm 
had gathered the full vine: So that (how 
ſlight ſoever ſome men make of Infanc-Bap- 
eiſme_ 1 fearnot eo tell (even thoſe very per- 
ſons) that they" owe their Religion toit; and 


and 


of Infant-Baptifm. 
«nd praRtiſe (if only upon this account) thay 
andermine the very foundations of ſucceſhi- 
— "wh do ( ng 

y Sir, youdo (by this diſcourſe) cel , 

ſin: to ne door ne Fork have (1 cones ) "pap 
very deficient in the ſenſe I ſhould have had of 
this mercy, both on mine own part, and on the 
part, of the Nation in which I live. But what 

_ farther «ſes of communien can you draw from In- 
fant-Baptiſme ? 
— _Anuſeof ebariy 

fer of admiſfion of Church-mumbers, the want 
whereof hath been the main occaſion of divi- 
ding this miſerable Church and Natiott into fo 
many fraFions and faFjonr, av pull it aſunder 
ce-meale at this day. For the principles of 
nfant-Baptiſine teach me, to Iook upon all 
fach perſons as are in Infancy admitted to bap- 
tilme, as s7nal Churob-members, till they doat- 
terwards render themſelves incapable of that 
Relation, and are cut off by Church-cenſure. 

| This is a peaceable principle ; S& tops thegap a- 
gainſt the moft perplexing queſtions concerning 
che admiſſion of members upon profeſſion of 
faith and repencance. For to ſay whatI think in 
this caſe (without a deſign of occafioning any 
new quarrels with any body) it ſeems clear to 
* me, that in the time of che Apoſtles, profeſſion 
of Faith and Repentence was not required as anim- 
- mediate qualification for Church« {emberſhtp: So 
that no one (to my beſt remembrance) was ever 

- required to makeſuch a'profeſſion to render him 
. capable of admiſſion into any Church+fellow- 
ſhip, but they admicted _ were baptized, 


C0 


and Ghurch-xnity in the mat- p, 1, 


©2 


of Inſant-Baptiſm, 


eo nomine, to all as of Church-communion. 


So char ſuppuling the right of Infants to bape 


tiſme ( without this profellion ) as wedo, the 
qui}iiication for Church-memberſhip is therein 
ſuppoſed, and ſo no new one neceſſary to be en» 
qui-ed after, xCePe upon ſome cmergent occaſi- 
on any perſon fo aptiz -d, become jufily obnox- 
jqus to farther enquiry in reference to admilli- 
on to, or ſuſpenſion from aQual communion, 


though his Church-memberſhip in general ben  : 


way queſtioned. And this reſerve will ſufficients 
1y ſecure us againſt the danger of living in mix- 
ed communions by reaſon of this charity. 
2. Asallo (ſecondly) an uſe of Chriftian 
watchfulneſie over , and prayer tor ſuch pe:ſons, 
who in Infancy are made Glow cad, (up- 
.on a Church'obligation)) that they do not tu:n 
Apoſtates to their Memberſhip. It is indeed (if 
duly conſidered) 'a duty incumbent upon the 
whole Chxrch and every member to be reſponſible 
for the cducation, and regulation of the Chil- 
dren of choſc,who poſlibly may. be too guilty of 
neglecting them themſelves, or may die,. and 
| leave them Orphans , theſe little ones are fellow- 
members with onr ſelec, and ſo our care extends e- 
grally to theme, as 10 ethers of riper age, yea, and 


more ( is (cme reſpeCis ) to them, then to others , be= © ” 


cauſe their tender age makes them more incapable of 
taking care for themlelyes. Me thinks it isaſad ; 


thin”, that the Children of Chriſtian Parents . ' 


ſhould be lefe only to the large cbarity of thoſe 


| with whom they conyerfe (as others of the 


world are) without any pec#licr obligation , Iy- 
ing upon any, :0 takemore care of them , then 
y Q 


IL 


of Infant-Baptiſm. o3 - 
of the Children of Tarks or other Heachens. 
How much more conducing to their ſpiritual . * 
advantage is it, to make the whole Church theic 
Guardians, and fo make them part of the charge 
of the Officers appointed by Chrift to. watch 
| over them, by beſtowing. upon them the enga- 
ging Relation of fellow-mermbers in that body; 
which we do by our pencaptes: EE 
Yea, bu I perſwade my ſelfe, this is athing ,. 
which is very little conſidered by che generality mor 
- of thoſe who walk by choſe principles, For we 
ſee the Children of ſuch perſons, as they own to - 
be Church-members, are lefe as mach to their 
own liberty, and as much thereby endangered, 
as if the Church had no relation to them. 

No, it is not altogether as you ſay. For the 
Church takes ſo much careof them, as eo re- 
quire a folemn ſpoxſtorr. on their behalf from the 

- Parents, or Chriſtian friends, or both, at their 
Baptiſme, that they ſhall be educated in the 
faith and fear of God ; which is an evident de- 
monſtration,that this principle is univerſally re- 
ceived, that baptized Infants are the Pupil: or 
rardi of the whole Church, and they their Guardi- 
ans; aud the undertakers, (whether Parents or 
Godfathers_) reeeive that truſt by deputation from 
tbe Church, unto whoſe charge th: Infants born withs 
in it da ( « to #beir foul; ) principally belong. 

Andifafcerwards.chere be a defeQ of enquiry 
 Intothe diſcherge of this truſt, in the Churchyor 
its Officers, and ſo their truſt deſeated, without 
any account taken thereof, or rem-dy provid:d 
to relieve in ſach a caſe; chat is the faulc of 

_ thoſe, who walk notup to thiir declared pri 1- 

; G 2 cipics 


Peds. 


Aſter. 


The protijall uſe 
ciples, and fot the fault of the privicipler which 


they profels co walk by. j- 
Kea (laftly ) the confelentions care of divers 


Minifters to catechize the Child. eti of their Pa | | 


riſhes; with the conſtitutions of che Church in 


former titnes , requiring all perſons to preſent 


their Children thereanto (though of late for 
want of renewing that power it the vacaricy of 
Charch- Government finfully negleRted In ma- 
ny places) midy ſuffictetitly diſc rpc tnany of 
us from ſich an imparation. And (T hope) for 
the future , fome courſe will be by oor Gover-= 
nors herein effeQually taken, that whiles we ge- 
nerally retain , (by their countenance) the 
pradile of Infant- _ the ends of it, may 
not be -Toft through the nepligence of Patents 
and Governours of Familier, to preſent the 
Children under their charge to ſo necefſary and 


uſefn] an Ordinance, as cartcbiſing then inthe - 


principles of Religion is, which the Lord 
grant. | 
I heartily jJoyn' with you in this prayer and 
bope. And (hall (God willing) as to thirfe own 
particular, przQiſe accordingly ; thanking God 
that he hach caſt me under ſuch a Paſtor, as will 
be conſcientiouſly carefull of my Children, and 
encouraging you by thoſe Childrens attethdance 
upon your inftrution, which 'by my paternal 
ower,I ſhall henceforward require thetn to do. 
Mean while , I profeſs my ſelf very much enga- 


ged co you for the pains you have taken in this 


diſcourſe to ſarisfie me, In 'fo important and 
momentons a doubt azthis , and hope ſhall 
continue ſte adtatit and unſhaken in the — 

he 
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of ſo beneficial an Ordinance, to my lives . 


Þ end. | 


The Lord give you ſtrength ſo to do. And for Pege, 
my part, I chink this day very well imployed, 

in that I have (by Gods bleſſing) confirmed you 
therein. The Lord grant that others mayby the 
publication hereof, be in like manner, reduced 

$o a date efteem and practical improvement of their 
Baptifene in Infanty, that they may not cither ig- 

|| worently part with thepraQiſe, nor profenely 

|  negle& the husbanding thereof to their {pirical 

'| advantage,as too many do. 


| FINIS. 


